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BULLETIN 269 ~1ARCH 1986 
Farm versus Village Living in Utah 
Plain City-Type "A" Village 
PART III-USE OF LOCAL COMMUNITY AGENCIES AND INSTITUTIONS 
PART IV-USE OF SEMI-LOCAL COMMUNITY, OUTSIDE COMMUNITY, 
AND NON - COMMUNITY OFFERINGS IN NEIGHBORING 
TOWNS, CITIES, AND OTHER AREAS 
Joseph A. Geddes 
HOURS AGENCIES 
Relative importance 'Of local community, semr .. local com-
munity, outside community, and non-community agencies, as 
indicated by the total hours devoted to each by all (over 6 
years) of the people of Plain City, Utah. 
Utah Agricultural Experiment Station 
Utah State Agricultural College 
L'ogan, Utah 
~TA~ A~~ltULTU~AL EX i EK1MtNl STATtON 
GREETINGS: 
THE UTAH AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION TAKE S PLEASURE IN 
PRESENTING THIS SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY OF socrAL PARTICI PATION LN A 
UTAH COMMl'N I TV, TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE AND PART I CULARLY TO THE 
PEOPLE Of '''LAIN CITY WHO ARE DIRECTLY INTERESTED, StNCE THE 
INFORMATION PERTAINS TO ORGANIZED DAY-T(}-DAY LIVING THERE. 
THE FRIENDLY RECEPTION OF THIS STUDY IN INFORMED CtRCLES 
LEADS US TO URGE THE PEOPLE OF ~LAIN CITY AND OF OTHER 
COMMU NITIES IN THE STATE SIMILARLY SITUATED TO MAKE USE OF THE 
ANALYSI S OF C9N~ITI~~S IN THE FIELD UF PARTICIPATION THAT IS 
MADe SO THAT SOCI AL OBJECTIVES MAY BE MORE CLEARLY SEEN AND 
~ROU P EFFORT MAY OBTAIN GREATER DRIVE IN CARRYING FORWARD 
- COMMUNITY PLANS fOR M3RE fRUITFl'L LIVING AMONG THE PEOPLE. 
I. "I HAVE HAD YOUR BULLETINS 24 ~ AND 26~ ON PLAIN CITY ON MY 
DESK FOR SEVERAL MONTHS AND HAVE BEEN INTENDING TO WRITE YOU 
ABOUT THEM ••• FIRST, MAY I CONGRA TU LA TE YOU UPO N ONE OF THE 
BEST PIECE S OF HORK THAT HAS BEEN DO NE ON RURAL SOCIOLOGIC AL 
RESEARCH." D~JIWI T SA ND ER SON, CHA I RM AN DE PARTM EN T RURA L 
SOCIAL ORGANIZATION, CO RNE LL UNIVERSITY. 
"I MPORTANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MEASURMENT AND INTERPRETA TION 
OF SOCIAL PARTICIPATION HAVE BE EN 1-1ADE BY HA lrJTHOR NE JiI, HYPES 
]]/, F~Y 1]/, GEDDE S ~, KIRKPATRICK~, LINDSTROM~, AND 
OTHERS Wt" AN Ap ;> RAISAL OF RUR .I\ L SOCIOLOGY, ITS ACCOII-1PLlSH-
Mt NTS AND I TS TASKS, FA RM POPU LATI ON AND RURAL LIF E ACTIVITIES 
VOL. Xlr, No. " P. -·b " '- '-
FOREWORD 
This is the second of a series of bulletins based on a study of Utah 
village life which was begun in 1927. The purpose of the investigation 
was to determine, under prevailing conditions, whether for farm people 
farm-living is less de"sirable than village-living. Four type villages wer.e 
selected in as many counties f.or field studies. 
Type "A" (Population 806): A farm village in which farm leadership 
is dooninant, while business and professional Ufe is cur-
tailed by the competitive influences of a nearby urban 
center. 
Type "B" (Population 1479): A thriving town located a considerable 
distance from an urban center and surrounded by smaller 
tributary villages. 
Type "0" (Population 3 0 8 ): An isolated village. 
Type "D" (Population 105): A mountain " string" tow n. 
This study deals with conditions found in Pla in City, a Type "A" vil-
lage, located in Weber County, 10 miles northwest of Ogden, which has 
a population of 40,272 (1930) and is the second largest city in Utah. 
R!esults of the Plain City study are being issued in a series of parts or 
monographs. Bulletin 249 (1934) deals with Conditioning Factors (Part 
I) and Housing Conditions (Part II). Bulletin 269 deals with Use of 
Local Community Agencies and Institutions (Part III) and Use of Out-
side Community Offerings in Neighboring Towns and Cities (Part IV). 
A third bulletin dealing with the Type "A" Village will include (a) the 
use of outside community agency offerings within the village and (b) 
use of large non-community agencies (Part V) and a discussion, under 
appropriate headings, of some of the more important problems arising 
out of the entire study (Part VI). 
DEFINITIONS 
A few terms used extensively in this study which require definition 
are: 
l-Fann-dweller family: A farm family living on the farm, outside the 
edg~-of-town farms. 
2-Village-farm. family: A farm family whose home is located within the 
village and whose farm is situated outside the blocked area in 
neighboring territory. 
3-Edge-of-town family: A ,farm family living on the edge of the village, 
that is, both on the .farm and in the village, thus coming directly 
under the influence of both. 
4-Non-farm. families: The various business, professional, skilled, and 
unskilled workers who live in the community"': and who obtain a 
livelihood from non-farm vocations. 
5-Local community agencies: Organizations or institutions representing 
organized units within the community which provide offerings or 
services for a portion or all ·of the people of the local community. 
6-Semi-Iocal agencies: This type ,of agency consists of service units of 
larger base than the local community. The latter, however, is al-
ways a part of the larger base. The semi-local agency uses the 
various local agencies within its boundaries as operating units 
through which most of the work is carried on. 
7-Large non-community agencies: This class represents those units 
larger than the local community which draw their support from the 
individual and in turn supply services directly to the individual 
without reference to the local or semi-local units to which he may 
belong. The relationship between the large non-community agency 
and the individual family is thus direct, whereas with the semi-
local agency it is indirect, the local community units being the basis 
of operation with the last named. Thus, county, state, and federal 
agencies are largely non-community agencies. A consolidated school 
mayor may not be a non-community agency, depending on how its 
area of service is determined. Ordinarily, elementary schools are 
still located in the village and -serve it and its environs as a com-
munity institution. County high schools, junior colleges, and uni-
versities are non-community institutions. 
8-Outside community agencies: These agencies are composed of the rel-
atively large number of community organizations and institutions 
which exist in and belong to other villages, towns, or cities. The 
services provided by these outside community agencies under pres-
ent-day conditions of travel may be of considerable significance to 
the people of a village located close to a city. 
9- Large urban agencies: Such agencies extend their operations beyond 
the limits of the city in which they operate, carrying services di-
rectly to the homes of rural people; they are considered separately 
in Part V. The principal agencies considered in this class of commun-
ity services are the radio, the daily newspaper, magazines, and books. 
Local and semi-local community agencies require cooperative group 
effort of a community nature to maintain and support them. The 
outside community agencies and the large urban agencies, on the 
other hand, doQ not require from families outside their borders local 
cooperative effort beyond that which the taking of the service in-
volves. If a man wishes to go to a movie in a nearby city or to sub-
scribe for a metropolitan daily newspaper, all that is necessary is 
that he have inclination and money. Individual enterprise makes 
such services available. Not so with local and semi-local institu-
tions. Services provided by them are possible only through col-
lective enterprise. 
*In the Plain City study, farm laborers were not segregated into a separate class for the 
I'eason that the 21 laborers within the village were largely of a general type who worked at 
any kind of available unskilled labor. 
FARM VERSUS VILLAGE LIVING IN UTAHl 
PLAIN CITY-TYPE "A" VILLAGE 
A farm village which lies close to and is overshadowed by 
a neig .... boring city 
J. A. Gedd,eg 
INTRODUCTION 
This bulletin is the second of a series ()f three dealing with conditions 
found in Plain City, a Type "A" village. One of the most significant 
characteristics of this age is increasing urbanization and its extension to 
remote areas. The strength of the forces responsible for this great de-
velopment differs. The influence exerted by an urban metropolis over 
open country, village, town and small city, varies not only with distance 
but also with field of living. Gommercial domination represents only one 
phase of relationship. Influence varies, furthermore, with the differing 
rates of growth of communalization in the smaller areas. A progressive 
small community makes a more effective use of the storehouses of knowl-
edge and culture which tend to accumulate in the cities. 
The! relatively rapid improvements in means of communication-
roads, automobiles, air travel, radio, movies, newspapers, magazines, etc. 
-hasten the process of urbanization and condition organized eff·ort to 
live satisfactorily. Changes in the folkways and mores, as well as in the 
established institutions and agencies, gradually follow in the wake of 
invention. 
Plain City is a type community. Its location, close to the city of 
Ogden, which has a population of 40,272 (1930) and is the second largest 
city in the Great Basin area, places it close to urban influences. Plain 
Oity's population is 806 (1930). A paved road now connects it with 
Ogden, as does also an interurban railroad. 
To determine what comparative use, under present conditions, is made 
of community agencies and institutions that are local, semi-local, or out-
side (largely city) as well as of no.n-community agencies by the four 
important groups which constitute the population of the community 
(farm dwellers, village farmers, edge-of-town ,farmers, and non-farm fam-
ilies) constitutes the principal aim of this division of the study. 
Frequently in larger villages, towns, and small cities of the county-
seat type, the non-farm group, consisting of the professional, business, 
and wage-earning classes, assumes leadership. The farmers are more or 
less subordinated. In a village located on fertile soil only 10 miles dis-
tant from a city, with small farm and truck garden opportunities, farm 
people are more likely to thrive than are the business and artisan classes 
1 Contribution from Department of Rural Sociology, Utah AgI"icultural Experiment Station. 
Acknowledgment. Grateful acknowledgment is made to E. C. Bergeson, R . K. Nelson 
and Mrs. Della :Church Law for assis tance with field work and to Mrs. Carmen Fredrick-
s.on for efficient and painstaking service in tabulating data. Thanks are also due Bishop 
George A. Palmer for encouragement and good will. to Mrs. Annie Geddes for local s ilent 
roll. calls, and to practically every family in Plain City for cooperat ion in providing infor-
mahon. 
Report on Purnell Project 88: Studies of Utah Towns and Villages. 
Publication authorized January 9, 1936. 
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who. must meet discGncerting cGmpetition under cGnditiGns controlled 
by urban influences. 
CGmmunity life in Utah has attracted attentiGn since the early days 
because of the effGrts made by the MGrmon founders to. organize settle-
ments Gn a cGmmunity basis. IrrigatiGn farming, as well as security frGm 
Indian depredatiGns, favGred cGmpact settlements, but MormGn thinking 
befGre the westward migration also favGred living in the village Gr city 
rather than Gn the farm in Gpen cGuntry. TGday, Utah farm families live 
1argely in the villages or in Gpen country close to. the villages to. which 
they belong. The GppGrtunity to. use the community concept as a means 
of Grganizing collective effGrt in the task Gf creating superior living in-
dividually and cGllectively is still here and cGnstitutes an ever-present 
challenge to constructive leadership. Among the things needed to. de-
velop a superior manner of ldfe in the communities ·of the mountain area 
are: 
1-An adequate prGgram dealing with the cGnservatiGn and improve-
ment Gf human stock. 
2-SGcial and eCGnomic planning of use of natural resources I{)Gking 
to the building-up and maintenance of satisfactory standards Gf 
living fGr all healthy peGple. 
3-Acceptance of the facts of change and the development Gf a phil-
'Gsophy of adjustability to. trends- a concept of process. 
4-The adGption and maintenance Gf far better machinery than is 
now generally in Gperation to. sift Gut and use superior leadership. 
5-A IGcally accepted policy, steadfastly guarded, Gf building-up and 
maintaining a community surplus out of which a community, 
healthy, happy, beautiful, cultured, eC'GnGmically secure, and so-
cia lly a ler t, may draw sustenance. The channels through which 
this surplus tends to be drained Gff to. larger centers and to. Gther 
areas must be watched and subjected to. wise contrGI. Excessive 
mortgages of homes and {arms, undue taxation Gf real property, 
unconsidered zeal for fGreign missiGnary service, and religiGus 
and philanthrGpic. cGntributions for Gther areas may becGme so 
great and so cGnstant a drain that no c'Gmmunity prGgram wGrthy 
Gf a great or an enlightened peGple is possible. 
6-A planned growth Gf cGmmunity effectiveness frGm within. Many 
cGmmunities are over-Grganized with agencies spGnsored by na-
tiGnal, state, Gr Gther outside organizations without any satisfac-
tGry integratiGn into. the IGcal scheme. Over-organization means 
inadequate suppGrt and wide~spread demoralizatiGn Gf collective 
effort. 
7- Use and at least a fair measure of cGntrGI of the means of CGm-
munication by the agencies that are back of the "drive fGrward" 
Gf an emerging superiGr culture. Pooling informatiGn dealing with 
superior attainment is still perhaps the most difficult of human 
tasks in the intricate and subtle fields where the main springs Gf 
human behavior have their origin. Over-commercialization of the 
means Gf communication wastes shamefully the time Gf the cGn:-
sumer. 
S-The arousal Gf a dynam.ic concept within the community CGncern-
ing its future greatness comparable to. that achieved by the Dan-
ish farmers is a necessary conditiGn Gf great achievement. 
9-CGmmunity Grganization, like cGmmunity planning, can never be a 
static thing. Improved fGrms of marshalling human effGrt in all 
the fields of living are gradually emerging. That cGmmunity which 
is effectively Grganized and well led mGves rapidly towards the 
achievement Gf the impGrtant goals on which welfare depends. 
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PART III-USE OF LOCAL COMMUNITY AGE'NCIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS2 
INQUIRY No.2: What use is made of local community agencies 
and institutions by the people within the village and by farm and non-
farm groups belonging to it? 
The questions raised in this division involve a study of the village as 
a whole as well as the groups which compose it. Information dealing 
with local community agencies and institutions is d.iscussed under the 
following headings: (1) Emphasis in specific fields, (2) extent 00: use, 
( 3) participation according to ed uca tion, (4) p,articipation according to 
age, (5,) comparison between groups with respect to use, (6) relationship 
between use and distance from community centers, and (7) relationship 
between use and density of population. 
E.MPHASIS IN SPECIFIC FIELDS 
Functions held during the six months of roll-taking, as listed in 
Table 1, are probably representative to a fair degree of the local offerings 
open to the people of the village in the ordinary course of events from 
year to year. Farm Bureau meetings ·and town baseball, however, are 
not ,found on this list. A series of Farm Bureau meetings was held during 
an early spring month falling between two tabulation months. With re-
spect to baseball, no home games were played during the su~mer month 
of record. With these exceptions, the list is probably fairly representative. 
Table 1 indicates that nearly all offerings fall wUhin the fields of 
religion, education, recreation, or cultural and social development. There 
were 142 religious gatherings, 85 days of school, and 54 recreational 
and social events. The time occupied in rendering these .functions reaches 
a total of 790.5 hours, 471.5 for educational, 183 for religious, 71 for 
cultural and social, and 54 for recreational purposes. 
The extent to which important fields of living were represented by 
offerings from organized community agencies during this period may be 
seen in Table 2. A lack of balance is indicated both by an absence of 
functions in certain important fields and by an overemphasis in others. 
The extent to which an unbalanced development has taken place may be 
seen more clearly in Figure 1. 
It must not be assumed that vocational, health, civic, and domestic 
fields went entirely without consideration. Here, as elsewhere, there is 
an increasing acceptance of health responsibilities by the schools. Like-
wise, one of the traditional policies of the L. D. S. Church since pioneer 
days has been to fill in the most important gaps through its auxiliary 
organizations. Thus, in addition to its oare of education, the school is 
increasing its responsibilities in health, recreation, and to a limited extent 
in cultural and social affairs. The L. D. S. Church has a strong recreational 
program through its Mutual Improvement Association and its Primary 
organization. Volunteer welfare work is carried on through its Women's 
Relief Society. 
2 Parts I (Conditioning Factors) and II (Housing Conditions) comprise Utah Agricultural 
Experiment Station Bulletin 249: "Farm versus Village Living in Utah." By J. A. 
Geddes. 1934. 72 pp. 
'['able 1. Local community agency offerings during a six months' pel'iod between Octobel' 1927 and Mal'ch 1929 
Plain Oi ty, Utah. 
Agency Offerings I No. I Avg. I Total Function Held Length Hrs. 
(hrs.) 
I- Church Functions 
Sacrament Meetings ______________ __ _____ 
Sunday SchooL_. ___ ._. ______ ______________ 
St. Paul's Mission Service~ ____ ______ .. 
Conjoint M.I.A.3 ____________________________ 
Primary Meeting4 ____________________ _____ 
Priesthood and MutuaL ____ _______ ___ . 
Relief Society _____ ___ _________ _________ _____ . 
R eligion Class ____ ____ ____ __ __ _________ __ __ __ 
Primary Conference ___ _____ __________ __ _ .
Funerals ____ _____________________ _________ __ ___ . 
TotaL _____________ __ ________ ________ _____ . 
II --Semi-Chw'ch 
Home-coming Day ___ _____ ________________ 
Children's Homecoming Day ________ 
Missionary Farewell Dances __ __ ___ .. Dances _____ ___ _____ _______ ____ ___________________ 
Married Folks' Dance ______ ___ __________ 
Children's Dance ___ __ ____ __ __ __ ___________ . 
Ward Dramatics __________ ______________ ___ . 
24th July Program5 ___ _____ ________ ______ . 
TotaL ________ _____________ _____ _____ ______ 
III- Non-Chul'ch 
Picture Sh ow ___________ ____________________ _ 
Basketball Games ______________________ ___ 
Strawberry FestivaL ____________________ 
Special 4th July Program ____ _________ 
Musical Show _____________________________ ___ 
Parent-Teachers Meeting ____________ 
School _____ ________________________ ___ __ __________ 
TotaL ____ ___ __________ __ ______ ___ _____ ____ 
G RAND TOT AL ___ _____ ______ __________ 
I La tte r-day Sa ints. 
2 Episcopal Ch urch. 
3 Mutua l Im provemen t Association. 
I 26 
27 
12 
2 
25 
14 
18 
16 
1 
1 
142 
1 
1 
7 
13 
2 
1 
7 
1 
33 · 
20 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
85 
112 
287 
\ 1.5 
39 
2.0 54 
1.0 I 12 1.5 
I 3 1.0 25 1.5 21 
1.0 18 
0.5 8 
1.5 1.5 
1.5 1.5 
I 11.5 I 183.0 
I 4.0 4 
4.0 4 
2.0 14 
3.0 39 
3.0 6 
2.0 2 
2.5 17.5 
1.5 1.5 
I 22.0 I 88.0 
2.0 40.0 
1.5 3.0 
1.5 1.5 
1.5 1.5 
2.0 2.0 
2.0 4.0 
5.5 467.5 
I 16.0 I 519.5 
I 51.0 I 790.5 
Agency Providing Agencies Sponsoring Function 
L.D.S.l Plain CUy Ward L.D.S. Plain City Ward 
" " " Sun. School " " " " 
St. Paul's Mission St. Paul's Mission 
M.I.A. Organization L.D.S. Plain City Ward 
Primary Association " " " " 
M.I.A. Priesthood Quorum " " " " 
Relief Society " " " " 
Religion Class " " " " 
Primary Association " " " " 
Plain City Ward " " " " 
Various Appointed Coms. L.D.S.Plain City Ward 
Primary Association " " " " 
Ward Organization Bishopric Plain City Ward 
Ward Amusement Hall Com. L.D.S.Plain City Ward 
" " " " " " " " 
Primary AssociatiQn " " " " 
M.I.A. & Plain City Schools " " " " 
Special Committee 
Circuit L .D.S. Plain City Ward 
Y.M.M.I.A. Y.M.M.I.A. (L.D.,s.) 
Farm Bureau Committee Weber County Farm Bureau 
Special Committee 
Y.W. & Y.M.M.I.A.6 Y.W. & Y.M.M.I.A. 
Parent-Teachers Ass'n. Plain City P.-T. Ass'n. 
Plain City Schools Weber Co. Consol. Schools 
4 For children. 
6 U tah's State Day. 
6 Young Women's and Young Men's Mutual Improvemen t Association . 
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Still, here is something for community leaders to consider: It is not 
overemphasizing the need to say that an enlightened people must be 
ministered to adequately by service agencies in all of these fields. If 
NUMBER 
25 50 75 100 125 
EDUCA TIONAL 
MORAL AND RELIGIOUS 
CULTURAL AND SOCIAL 
RECREA TIONAL 
CIVIC I 
VOCATIONAL 
DOMESTIC 
VITAL AND HEALTH 
Fig. I-Numbe r of func tions a ccording t o fi e ld s of living provid ed b y l ocal 
community agen c ie s during six m onth s , Plain C ity , Utah. 
such agencies are not available in the home community, five things may 
be done: (1) Services in nearby larger towns may be attended; (2) semi-
local community services may be developed in any poorly organized field; 
(3) through the growth of community organization new local agencies 
may be organized; (4) large non-community agencies such as federal, 
state or county a'gencies, may fill in the gaps; and (5) existing agencies, 
such as the church and the school, may enlarge their programs to make 
up important deficiencies. 
The extent to which L. D. S. auxiliary organizations are assisting rural 
local communities to round out an adequate program of service offerings 
may be seen in the programs of study used during 1934-35. A check on 
The Improvement Era, The Children's Friend, The Relief Society Mag a-
Table 2-Number of local community agency offerings and' number of 
hours d-evoted to them, according to fields of living (6-month 
period), between October 1927 and :March 1929, Plain City, Utah 
Field 
Vocational __ ______ __ __ __ ____ ____ __ __ ___ __ ____ _ 
Recreational __ _____________ __ _____________ __ 
Cultural and Social ________ ____ ___ ____ _ 
Vital (Health) _____ ________ _____ __ ___ ___ __ 
Moral and Religious _________________ __ _ 
Domestic ____ __________ ________ ___ ____ ____ ____ _ 
Educational __ _____ ___ ____ __ ___ ___ ____ __ ----
Civic __ __ ___________ ____ __ __________ __ ____ _ ------
TOT AL __ __ __ __ ____ __ __ __ ____ __ ________ I 
No. Offerings 
1 
27 
27 
o 
142 
o 
87 
3 
287 
\ 
Total Hours Devoted 
to Function 
1.5 ' 
54.0 
71.0 
o 
1 83.0 
o 
471.5 
9.5 
790 .5 
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zine, various manuals, handbooks, and reading-course books of the auxil-
iary organizations shows some material in each field of living. Fairly 
strong programs are found only, however, in religious, cultural and social, 
recreational, and volunteer-welfare lines. One observes that vocational 
efficiency, domestic welfare, civic well-being, and, to a lesser degree, 
vital or health improvement are without strong programs in Plain City. 
A well-balanced effort designed to reach all has quite clearly not been 
attained through local agencies. 
Plain City is not alone in not yet having achieved a well-rounded local 
community organizational development. Rural communities may be found 
in every section of the country without adequate community organiza-
tions. Brunner and Kolb a found that in 140 selected farm villages lo-
cated in the principal regions of the country, only three in 1924 and 
three in 1930 had all types of organizations in social and recreational 
fields. 4 Most of these villages, however, have a more varied list of com-
munity org.anizations than does Plain City. 
E ven in offerings, listed as non-church, most of them are strongly 
influenced by the L. D. S. Church organization in this old-time "Mor-
mon" town. One finds here that the weekly picture-show is held in the 
L. D. ,So Recreational Hall, those who manage it being appointed by the 
Ward Bishop. The basketball games, the strawberry festival, the musical 
show, and the special 4th of July programs are all held in church build-
ings. The Parent-Teacher meeting is held in the schoolhouse. A wide-
spread policy of church ownership of amusement halls has enabled the 
L. D. S. church to influence the general ,moral tone of a variety of recre-
ational events. The non-Mormon population of Plain City (numbering 
a little more than 100) has found it increasingly difficult to function 
through St. Paul's Mission of the Episcopal Church, due to decline in 
active membership and in outside financial support. At the present time 
religious services only are attempted and these are held semi-monthly. 
The character of agency offerings is indicated by the character of the 
agencies themselves. Organizations which depend upon volunteer service 
to maintain them and upon voluntary contributions to sustain them often 
provide intermittent and unsatisfactory services in comparison with ex-
pert paid service or even commercialized service, although the latter has 
many unsocial characteristics. Likewise, organizations which are too 
limited in membership and in resources cannot expect to compete as 
social a'gencies w.ith comparable agencies possessing numbers and finan-
cial strength. Still, again, short-lived organizations can hardly expect to 
develop leadership and programs of great social significance; nor can 
community organizations which are planned by leadership outside of the 
community be expected to integrate into orderly growth. 
Use of Volunteer Versus Paid Workers 
In Plain City the number of offerings provided by volunteer agencies 
is considerably larger than those provided through paid service. How-
ever, the paid worker offerings are of longer duration and the total hours 
available are greater than at volunteer functions. This is due largely 
3 Brunner, E dmund de S ., and K olb , J. H . "Rura l Social Trends. " McG raw-Hill Book Co.: 
248. N ew York. 1933. 
4 O rganiza tions in the social and recreational field s were class ifi ed by Brunner and K olb a s 
follows: Athletic , civic, educational, fraternal, musical, pa t rio tic, so cial, socio-economic, 
socio-religious, and youth -serving . 
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to the daily day-long sessions of school in which paid teachers are em-
ployed. Only 12 hours during the six months were provided by paid 
workers in fields other than the school, and these 12 hours were confined 
to church services held in the St. Paul's Chapel by the non-resident pastor. 
Except in the conduct of the school, which is now under the control of the 
county, practically no paid workers are employed by the local village 
to carryon the social life of the community. The modern trend of relying 
more and more on paid experts, which is so commonly found in the 
state, in the counties, and in the cities, has made little headway in Plain 
City in the conduct of its village organizations and institutions. Atten-
tion may be directed to the growing expansion of county services. While 
a village may be too small to employ a trained doctor, .a nurse, or a wel-
fare worker, a county can do so. There is probably an overbalance in 
favor of volunteer service in most Utah commOnities. Both an increase 
in quality of 'Service and economy in expenditure should follow the gradual 
supplementing of volunteer services with expert county aid in at least 
the more important fields of living. 
The comparative village emphasis on volunteer rather than paid 
offerings is shown in Table 3. 
Table 8-Number and duration of agency offerings according to paid and 
unpaid workers (6-month period), Plain Oity, Utah. 
Type of Offering 
Volunteer _______________________________ _ 
Paid 
TOTAL 
.---------------------------1 
No. Offerings 
190 
97 
287 
Extent of Commercialization 
Total Hours 
Devoted to Offerings 
311 
479.5 
790.5 
Commercialized amusements have made little headway in Plain City, 
as is shown in Table 4. 
Table 4-Number and duration of commercialized and non-commercial-
ized agency o1ferings (6 month period), Plain City, Utah. 
Type of Offering 
Non-commercialized ____________ ___ _ 
Commercialized 
TOTAL ________ ____ _____ ___ ________ 1 
No_ Offerings 
267 
20 
287 
Total Hours 
Devoted to Offerings 
750_5 
40_0 
790_5 
The picture-show meets once a week and constitutes the only com-
mercialized venture in the village. This situation represents conscious 
planning on the part of local leadership. Ogden (10 miles distant) has 
such an abundance of this form of recreation that when a local enterprise 
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with the profit motive as dominant has attempted to obtain a foothold, 
in Plain City, religious leaders have been able to prevent its coming.6 
Size of Supporting Unit 
Plain City's size is conducive to community organizational effective-
ness. The community is relatively compact, oocupying an area approxi-
mately 3.5 miles square with the village near the center so that farm peo-
ple do not have great distances to travel for village services. The popula-
tion, which remains close to 800, is large enough to give the important 
advantages of financial resource and suffi.cient numbers to make organ-
ized activity successful, if well-planned. Since about seven-eighths of 
the people belong to the L. D. S. Church, effective functioning in the 
religious field is fa.vorable for the Mormons but distinctly unfavorable 
for the non-Mormon population, numbering about 100 people, who find 
organized worship increasingly difficult. Protestant churches appear to 
be approaching the view that "a community shall be regarded as over-
churched when there is more than one such church for each 1000 peo-
ple." 6 Under the L. D. S. form of organization it is frequently demon-
strated that a ward with less than 1000 functions more successfully than 
larger wards. In non-religious fields effort is usually on a village-wide 
basis. Hawthorne thinks that: "The ideal sized social community will 
likely range from 600 to 1200 in population." 7 In view of the fact that 
there are but few competitive organizations in Plain City, thus making it 
possible for nearly all agencies to operate on a villa:ge-wide basis, the 
size of the village may be considered an important asset. 
Stability of Organizations 
Stability of community organizational life infiuences the character 
of the services rendered. Permanency should make easier (1) stabilized 
financial support, (2) long-view programs, and (3) adequately trained 
leadership. It may, under adverse conditions, also bring (1) undue 
fixity in community organization, thereby stifiing initiative and vision, 
(2) overemphasis and underemphasis of factors and fields, thus prevent-
ing all-round growth, and (3) an easy settling into a few ruts where the 
vision of the increasingly efficient, beautiful, small town becomes lost in 
a monotonous round of fixed duties. 
Brunner and Kolb,8 between 1924 and 1930, found considerable insta-
bility in 140 villages. During this time, out of each 100 village organiza-
tions 34.5 new ones were horn and 31.9 died. Thus, in six years more 
than a third of all existing organizations began afresh and nearly a third 
disintegrated. During this same period (1924-1930) nearly as active a 
new organizational development took place in Plain City, where an in-
crease of 28 per 100 organizations indicates considerable activity; how-
ever, only 4 per 100 died. These data may be seen graphically in Figure 2. 
6 A notable e'xample arose in 1923·24 when private interes ts proposed to erect an open-air 
dancehall. Although the L. D. S. Ward already owned a good enclosed hall , Bishop 
Wilmer Maw and his associates decided to enlist the support of the people in an effort 
to build another one of the open-air type in order to maintain the non-profit form of 
control over local recreation.. A new amusement hall thus came into being and the 
commercial venture was abandoned. 
I Excerpt from the Bloomington Daily P antagraph (May 27, 1928). 
1 Hawthorne, H. B. "The Sociology of Rural Life": 422. The Century Co., New York. 
1926. 
8lbid : 245. 
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Fig.3-A comparison of the t o tal number of 
community agencies organized before 
1890 with those organized b efo re 1890 
and still alive in 1933, Plain City, 
Utah. 
The extraordinary stabil-
ity which has in the past 
attached to Plain City's or-
ganizations is indicated in 
Figure 3. After 43 years , 
78.6 per cent of these organ-
izations are still active. 
During the first 20 years 
there was considerable ac-
tivity along lines which have 
entered deeply into the later 
life of the village. This early 
activity was due in part to 
the energetic pioneer leader-
ship and in part to the 
necessity of constructing a 
new community. Following 
this came a 30-year period 
of inertia, during which the 
organizations already estab-
lished were largely perpetu-
ated with but few new ones 
coming into being. Perhaps 
the new generation had its 
hands full in the struggle 
for survival. Possibly the di-
rect contact which the early 
settlers had had with Euro-
pean culture was lacking in 
the second generation. In 
any case, a long period of 
inactivity intervened. Sev-
eral factors combined dur-
ing the second decade of the 
present century to --'bring 
about a new interest in com-
munity life w h i c h has 
turned out to be a veritable 
renaissance in community-
organized effort. One of 
these factors was the advent 
of the County Agricultural 
and Home Demonstration 
Agents, through whom the 
State Agricultur'al College, 
particularly the Extension 
Service, was brought direct-
ly into the affairs of the viI-
age, with 4-H Clubs, Future 
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Farmers' Clubs, Cooperative M.arketing Associations, Women's Improve-
ment Projects, etc., as direct by-products. Another influence was the 
World War which brought cooperative endeavor back into prominence in 
every section of the country. The increasing leisure of women has also 
had its influence. During the past 25 years more new organizations of a 
community and semi-community character have come into being in Plain 
City than during the preceding 50 years. Nor does the tendency to or-
ganize appear to have reached its maximum growth, since there was 
almost as much activity in the 5-year period, from 1929 to 1933, in-
clusive, as occurred in the preceding 10-year period, 1919-28, inclusive. 
Important changes, however, are going on in this movement which 
are of concern to the people of the village. Up to 1930 almost all new 
organizations were of importance to the community. Since then, the 
majority of the people are concerned with the establishment of small 
groups or clubs. The stability also of the earlier organizations is rapidly 
declining. 
Plain City's organizational growth, as indicated in Figure 4, shows 
some interesting trends. 
NUMBER 
9 DRAMATIC UTAH POLLTA!' CLUB 1868 A~2~TION 
8 REUEF BOY SCOUTS WEBER COUNT'! SOCI ETY IM>8 FRU'T9~7VEG 
7 BRASS BAND PARENT WEIlER aJU',IT'I PLAIN CITY 
1865 TEACHERS KIll! SUGAR BEET ASPARAGUS 1927 ORe;. 1933 • 
6 SUNDAY CHORAL FARM Bl.f<£AU WEBER CiJV'.ITY BUNCO CLUB SCHOOL 1864 SOCIETY 1876 11115 CAN":~7CROP 1930 
5 POST OFFICE ORAMATIC. 4 H CLUB WEBER 500 CARD 1864 ASSOCIATION 1918 aNTR.OL [)ARf CLUB 1932 
1875 1923 
4 Pl..AIN OTV ST. PAULS ..........sEMEN BASE BALL F\.DWER PREONCT 1860 CHURCH 1877 HALL COM LEAQ)£ 1920 GROWERS cu.e 
3 SCHOOL I8S9 Y. M . M. I. A. JUBILEE 19011 BUNCO CLUB GIRL SCOUT 1875 1928 ORe>. 11I3? 
2 Lo.S.~ v. L.M.I A. FARMERS DAUGHTERS 8l....ACK .AND LADIE$ CLUB BRANCH 18~ 1875 ALLIANCE OF PIONEERS WHITE DAY 11>32 
I IRRIGATION MERCANTILE ( PRIMARY SOCIAL HALL I~~ION LADIES OPEN AlP CARD CWB CANAL 1859 NSTITUTION 1881 1890 CL .. SS REPI.JBlJc.AN HALL 1924 1932 
1869 CLUB 1916 
1859-68 1869-78 1879-88 1889-98 1899-08 1909-18 1919-28 1929-33 
DECADES 
Flg. 4--Community organizational development by deca des, Plain City, Utah. 
Source of Origin of Organizations 
Community agencies may be listed among those either (1) locally con-
ceived, planned, and organized with or without the assistance of large 
organizations operating outside the village, or (2) among those con-
ceived on the outside and brought into the village through the initiative 
of outside leadership. Documentary information is uncertain in a few 
early cases in Plain City, but a careful check warrants the assertion that 
less than 40 per cent of Plain City's organizations are of local origin. 
In view of the obvious fact that outside leadership d-oes not and cannot 
think in terms of the village genetic growth, it is not in a satisfactory 
position to plan the village's future. 9 If local leadership does not assume 
o It is of interest to note that the L. D. S. Church, which has thoroughly organized the 
religious field for its adherents with in the villages of Utah, has quite consistently refused 
to organize other fields but has waited for the dawning consciousness of need to assert 
itself as the villages grew in size and experience. The location. of primary responsi· 
bility in the local village is thus largely the actual situation, although most of the 
villages have as yet failed to devise any means of local control. 
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this responsibility, wasted effort and unplanned development is the inevi-
table result. However efficient or forward-looking a national or state, 
social, economic, health or religious organization may be, its paid or 
unpaid organiz.ers are not in a satisfactory position to know whether a 
local unit will become an organizing or a disorganizing factor in a par-
ticular community's growth. Many American towns and villages are great-
ly overorganized. The need of some kind of local integrating planning 
agency, such as a community council, is once more obvious. The increas-
ing leisure 'Of women and the growing number of group organizations 
that are being formed greatly increase this need. For a further dis-
cussion of the problem of community organization, the reader is referred 
to the division, "Some Things to Consider" (Part VI, unpublished). 
EXTENT OF USE OF OOl\fl\IUNITY-AGENCY OFFERINGS 
During the six-month period studied a total of 202 voluntary offer-
ings by group agencies was open to the people of Plain City. 
Interest Variation 
There is a wide variation in drawing-power among these various 
agencies. As shown in Table 5, the percentage of attendance represents 
in each case the number present of the total group which the community 
agency is attempting to · sene. 
Plain City people exemplify a human trait in paying attention to the 
unusual. The functions which attract the largest attendance (the bracket 
containing the highest one-fourth of the attendance percentages) are not 
the regularly recurring programs of the hard-working agencies but rather 
the annual home-coming day, the 24th of July (Utah's State Day) cele-
bration, the visiting musical show, or the missionary farewell and dance 
which traditionally has come to occupy a place close to the hearts of the 
people.10 The second hi'ghest quarter bracket still includes evidence of 
the "unusual" event, such as the 4th of July program,!1 a married folks' 
dance, or a ward dramatic performance; it also includes the Primary 
(a highly functioning auxiliary organization of the L. D. S. Church) and 
the Religion Class (now abandoned, which held its services for children 
on a week day just as the public schools closed for the day so that a 
large attendance was not so difficult to obtain). The third highest bracket 
includes the regular well-organized, adequately programmed auxiliary 
organizations of the L. D. S. Church, such as ISunday School and Relief 
Society. It includes also two meetings of the Parent-Teacher organiza-
tion, semi-monthly services at St. Paul's Episcopal Church, a funeral, and 
the dances which were held about once every two weeks. In the lowest 
bracket come the picture-show, the strawberry festival program, basket-
10 A large majority of the young men of Utah fill a two-year mission. No financial reward 
comes t o them. Their parents and relatives maintain them while they are away, with 
some help from the people of the ward, such as the giving of a farewell dancing party, 
the proceeds being given to the outgomg missionary for the payment of his transpor-
tation to the mission field. 
11 Explanation: During anyone year both the 4th of July and the 24th of July are I-arely 
celebrated with a program. A nearby town may receive support on the 4th of July and 
return it on the 24th of July, or vice versa. During the year of record, the 24th was 
the more important day at Plain City. 
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ball games, a conjoint Mutual Improvement Association program, and the 
less well-attended organizations of the L. D. S. Church (such as priest-
hood and mutual meetings). Attendance at sacrament meeting is lower 
than at any other function. 
Table 5-Attendance at comnumity functions in descending percentages 
(in four equal groups), based on number present in relation 
to number who should be served six months. 
Function 
Number j Avg No. per-j sons Who Meetings Should Be Held Served 
Children's Home-coming .... ......... . 1 I 247 
Children's Dance ........................... . 1 247 
Home-coming Day ......................... . 1 447 
Special 24th July Program ........... . 1 663 
Missionary Farewell and Dance ... . 7 572 
Musical Show ................................. . 1 691 
Average Attendance (Upper 1,4) .. ..1\ 
Married Folks' Dance ..................... . 2 389 
Primary ......................................... . 25 158 
Special 4th of July Program ..... ... .. 1 663 
Religion Class 1 ............................ .. 16 149 
Ward Dramatics ........................... . 7 598 
Primary Conference ..................... . 1 593 
Average Attendance (Second 1,4) .,\1 
Parent-Teachers' Association 2 331 
St. Paul's Services ...................... .. 12 30 
Sunday School ............................... . 27 547 
18 128 
1 631 
13 648 
Relief Society .................................. 1 
~~~~~:l .. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Average Attendance (Third 1,4) .... \\ 
Picture-show .... ........... .................. . 21 657 
Strawberry Festival Program ....... . 1 663 
Priesthood and Mutual ................. . 14 372 
Basketball Games ......................... . 2 385 
Conjoint M.f.A. .. .......................... .. 2 593 
Sacrament Meetings .................... .. 26 565 
Average Attendance (Last 1,4 ) ... ...11 
1 Now di scontinued. 
Per.ce,ntage 
Attendance 
90.3 
85.0 
64.9 
46.3 
39.8 
37.2 
60.6 
34.9 
33.8 
33.3 
30.4 
29.7 
28.2 
31.7 
27.0 
25.0 
24.3 
22.4 
21.9 
18.8 
23.2 
17.7 
15.9 
13.9 
12.3 
12.1 
10.5 
13.7 
The unusual event of general interest thus attracts an average at-
tendance of 60.6 per cent; the somewhat less unusual and the most suc-
cessful of the regularly-occurring well-functioning organizations average 
31.7; the substantial hard-working agencies average 23.2 per cent; those 
having the least drawing-power reach an average of 13.7 per cent. 
As indicated, Plain City community agencies deal almost entirely with 
educational, religious, and recreational matters. The schools, with com-
pulsory attendance, reach an attendance of 92.9 per cent. Table 6, which 
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includes voluntary functions only, indicates that civic offerings attracted 
as high an average attendance as 56.5 per cent, recreation following with 
34.4 per cent. Education reaches 27 per cent, religious gatherings aver-
ag~ 22.3 per cent, and vocational events but 15.9 per cent. 
Table 6-Attendance (6-month period) at community functions (school 
excluded) according to type of function, Plain City, Utah. 
Function 
Civic .... __ ____ ____ ______ _____ ___ __ __ ___ _____ ___ _ 
Recreational __ __ __ __ ___________ ____ __ ____ __ _ 
Educational __ _________ ______ ___ ____ ___ ____ _ 
Religious ___ ___ ______ ___ ____ _____ __ _____ ____ __ _ 
Vocational ____ ___ __ ____ ___ __ ___ __ ______ ______ _ 
No. Held 
3 
54 
2 
142 
1 
Seasonal Variation 
Average Percentage 
of Attendance 
56.5 
34.4 
27.0 
22 .3 
15.9 
Average percentage of attendance for the entire community at all 
functions during the six months was: October (1927), 18.7; February 
(1928), 29.6; June (1928), 21.2; July (1928), 19.1; February (1929), 
31.8; and March (1929),31.6. The high months are February and March 
and the low months June, July, and October. The roll for February 1928 
was taken again in February 1929. This was done because it was known 
that the farmer particularly has more free time during the winter months 
than during other seasons ; the possibility of February 1928 failing to be 
genuinely representative arose and February 1929 was added. Partici-
pation rose only slightly. 
Figure 5 indicates the 
general strengthening of at-
tendance during winter and 
early spring months and the 
decided falling off during 
summer and fall. The low 
attendance during October 
is doubtless due to the extra 
tasks of harvesting time as-
sociated with s c h 0 0 I de-
mands. The decrease in at-
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tendance during June and Fig. 5- Seasonal Attendance: Percentage present of those who should be served at 
July is undoubtedly due to all community functions during six months 
lapsing of organizational ef- at Plain City. Utah. 
fort during summer months because of heavy farm work and oppressive 
heat. During the hottest weather relaxation may be obtained either in the 
shade at home or in the mountains where cool air is always available. 
Figure 6 shows the seasonal variation in attendance for various func-
tions. Exemplifying the activities of L. D. S. leadership, and distinctly 
to the credit of local officers, is the proud position of the Primary at the 
top; only during the summer months does this organization fall below 
any of the others. The Sunday School follows the most consistent course, 
with a rise during winter months but with no drastic decline during the 
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summer (a well-bal-
anced sus t a i ned 
year - round effort). 
The Relief Society is 
a competitor of the 
Sund,ay School, al-
though somewhat be-
low it during the 
winter of 1928 and 
above it during the 
winter of 1929. With 
no regular summer 
program, t his or-
ganization dropped 
down decidedly in 
the summer when a 
meeting was called. 
Local dances seem 
to a t t r act more 
strongly at P I a i n 
City during the ear-
ly summer months, OCTOBER l FEBRUARY I I I FEBRUARY I 
Fig. 6-Seasonal variation in attendance at Sacrament doing best during 
Meeting, Sunday School, R elief Society, Primary, and the winter when the 
dance s at Pla.in City, Utah. farmer is free; sac-
rament meetings are also better attended in June but fall extremely low 
during July. They remain comparatively low during all seasons. 
Use may be roughly gauged by the number of offerings provided. The 
Plain City L. D. S. Church, with 142 offerings, stands first as a producer 
of functions, somewhat ,ahead of the school, which provided 85 school days. 
In time expenditures, the school outdistances all others, with 467.5 hours 
as compared with 183 for various church services. The six specific func-
ti-ons held most frequently were: Day School, 85 (days); Sunday School, 
27 (sessions); Sacrament Meetings, 26; Primary, 25; picture-shows, 20; 
Relief Society meetings, 18; and Religion Class, 16. Five of these offer-
ings are L. D. S. activities. Functions which were repeated five to fifteen 
times during the 6-month period studied were: Priesthood and Mutual 
(L. D. S.), 14; dances, 13; ,St. Paul's E~is'copal Mission Service, 12; 
missionary farewell dances, 7; and ward and school dramatics, 7. Offer-
ings which were held once or twice only were: Children's dance, 1; home-
coming day, 1; children's home-coming day, 1; funeral, 1; conjoint 
Mutual programs, 2; basketball games, 2; Parent-Teacher Association 
meetings, 2; musical show, 1; married folks' dance, 2; strawberry festi-
val, 1; 4th of July program, 1; Primary Conference, 1; and 24th of Ju]y 
program,!. 
Had the 202 voluntary functions been spaced regularly and held 
at night they would have provided a little more than one function (7.89 
per week) each evening during the period studied. This indicates consider-
able organizational activity in a relatively small village. 
While an average attendance of 23.9 per cent for all groups served 
at all functions indicates a fairly active general response, the percentage 
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not participating in any function reached 36.2 per cent in November 1931 
but fell to 11.3 per cent in May 1932. Non-participators are relatively 
numerous. Those who attend in a desultory fashion are also not a few. 
A further discussion of participation and non-participation will be made 
in the section dealing with the relation of participation to distance from 
community centers. 
PARTICIPATION IN COMMUNITY FUNCTIONS ACOORDING 
TO EDUCATION 
The extent to which the people of Plain City differ in their use of 
community agency offerings, according to the amount of education they 
possess, is shown in Table 7. 
Table 7-Average hours spent at all voluntary community functions 
(schools excluded) by all people (6 years and' over) according 
to education, for November 1981, May 1982, and 
September 1982, Plain City, Utah. 
Education 
Less than 8 grades ............. ........... . . 
Completed 8 grades .................. ..... . 
Some high school ... ........................ . 
1i'inished high schooL .............. _ ...... . 
Some college .................................. . . 
Finished college .. .. _ ........ .......... ...... / 
No. Persons 
in Community 
381 
114 
215 
12 
37 
3 
Avg. Participation 
(hours per month) 
8.97 
7.36 
12.77 
13.68 
10.89 
9.83 
Education apparently encourages participation, since the two groups 
whose average attendance is lowest are the two with the least education. 
The most community-minded seem to be those who have finished high 
school, the second ranking group being those who have had some high-
school training. So far as Plain City is concerned, those who have had some 
college training participate more than do those who have finished college, 
although both groups are somewhat below those with high-school train-
ing. The attendance decline among those of college education is probably 
due largely to age rather than to information, since a general decline in 
participation occurs with all classes on reaching adulthood. (See Fig-
ure 7.) 
The number of books in the home library is no index to community 
activity in Plain City. A cheCk of seven of the lowest participating blocks 
shows an extremely low ownership of books in five of them. On the 
other hand, of the seven blocks averaging the highest individual partici-
paUon, six of them fall below the average ownership of books per home 
for the village. Obviously, ownership of books is not highly correlated 
with energetic use of organizational offerings. 
PARTICIPATION IN LOCAL FUNCTIONS AOOORDING TO AGE 
Average participation for each year of age from 6 to 88 years, in-
clusive, is shown in Table 8 and Figure 7. 
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Table 8--A verage individual participation, in h ours per m onth, f or each 
year of age between 6 and 88, inclusive, at all community 
functions (school excluded) during November 1931, 
May 1932, and September 1932, Plain City, Utah. 
. I Ayg'l II I Ayg'l II I Ayg'l II I Ayg'l N o. P art. No. Part. No. Part. No. Part. Per - in Per- in Per- in P e r- in 
Age sons Hours Age sons Hours Age sons Hours Age sons H ours 
I I 
1 
I 
I 
I I I 
6 32. 0 7.62 27 8.3 I 3.92 48 10.0 I 3.82 69 I 3.0 I 1.22 
I 
I 
7 16. 3 6.96 28 
I 
9.3 4.67 49 I 5.0 5.47 70 
I 
4.3 
I 
2.38 
8 17.3 9.18 29 10.7 2.39 50 5.7 5.74 71 0.7 0 
I 
9 14.3 10.39 30 8.7 I 4.39 51 6.3 3.08 72 6.0 I 3.65 10 28 .3 1 2.95 31 10.0 3.39 52 5.0 I 10.43 73 0.0 I .... 
I 
I 
11 23 .3 10.78 32 10.7 4.69 53 6.7 6. 20 74 3.0 I 18.29 
12 23.3 I 9.82 33 13.0 4.44 54 5.0 13.41 75 3.7 4.82 
13 27.0 17.04 34 8.7 4.77 55 3.7 
I 
8.80 76 3.0 5.88 
20.0 I 3.0 14 11.58 35 7.7 
I 
5.7 9 56 10.80 77 0 
----I 
15 20.7 17.94 36 8.7 7.76 57 8. 0 I 2.90 78 1.7 .38 
16 22 .3 I 12.40 37 4.3 12.66 58 5.0 I 9.47 79 I 0 .--.. 
17 21.0 I 17.32 38 11.0 I 7.45 59 1.0 I 22.0u 80 I 0 
----
18 23.7 12.87 39 8.3 \ 3.8 8 60 6.0 
I 
4.56 81 
I 
0.7 I 3.00 
19 21.7 7.56 40 13.0 I 5.33 6.1 2.0 17.42 82 2.0 1.00 
20 14.0 8.91 41 14.7 I 8.78 62 6.0 I 9.94 83 2.0 1.25 
I I 
21 21.3 7.75 42 7.7 I 4.74 63 , 4.0 I 1.41 84 0 
----
22 10.3 I 5.45 43 14.7 I 3.80 64 I 6.0 
! 3.4 6 85 0 ..... 
23 9.0 I 10.79 ' 44 9.7 I 1.79 65 
I 
3.3 I 3.20 86. 0 
I 
---. 
. , .. I 24 17.7 7.20 45 9.0 5.87 66 5.0 I 2.16 87 I 1.3 2.50 
25 
I 
7.7 
I 
2.04 46 5.3 I 4.19 67 
I 
5.0 I 6.80 88 
I 
0.3 I 0 
I I I 26 8.7 9.15 47 8.7 4.48 68 2.0 I .75 I I I I 
There are two periods in life when the community agencies of Plain 
City receive the most satisfactory kind of support : The first one is during 
the adolescent period of youth. Data gathered seem an adequate answer 
to those elders who charge modern youth with being unresponsive. After 
eighteen there is. a considerable falling off in support, although this 
m ovement is up and down until the age of 26 ·is reached. The long rela-
tively low-participation age period from 20 t o a low point at 44 is due 
in part to the urge of economic independence as well as t o natural re-
strictions on the m other. Free from these responsibilities and facing 
the realities of the down-hill journey with the benefit of acquired ex-
perience and with a satisfactory reserve of strength and health, both 
husband and wife make their greatest contribution to community well-
being, between 44 and 59, reaching a climax in the last named year. 
From 59 on the lowest level of participation foll ows, due perhaps not so 
much to declining desire but to the limitations of advancing age. The 
brief rise during the 74th, 75th and 76th years is probably brought about 
by a few unusually healthy and socially-minded people whose period of 
decline has been deferred a decade and a half. 
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Flg.7---.Attendance at Comm.unlty Functions According to Agel Average hours 
of individual attendance per month for each year of age (6 a nd ove r) 
during November 1931, May 1932, and S epte mber 1932, Plain City, Utah. 
GROUP COMPARIlSON OF ATTENDANCE IN LOOAL COMMUNITY 
FUNCTIONS ACCORDING TO AGE 
Data on group participation according to age are given in Table 9. The 
line chart (Fig. 8) shows these data graphically. 
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Fig. 8-Attendance at Community Functions According to Age I Average hours 
of individua l atte n d a nce p e r m on th b y g roups for each year of age 
(6 and over) during N ovember 1931, May 193 2, and Septembe r 1932, 
Plain City , Utah. 
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f1able 9--Average hours a month spent at looal functions (school in-
cluded) by the people of the four groups according to age, during 
November 1931, May 1932, and September 1932, 
Years I Farm 
of Age Dweller 
I 
6 
I 
97.17 
7 97.11 
8 105.12 
9 100.64 
10 103.41 
11 98.12 
12 101.54 
13 103.47 
14 94.78 
15 100.71 
16 102.85 
17 14.26 
18 9.15 
19 5.64 
20 4.11 
21 3.05 
22 4.64 
23 10.92 
24 5.45 
25 0 
26 3.50 
27 2.15 
28 0 
29 1.88 
30 1.06 
31 2.62 
32 3.44 
33 7.94 
34 8.00 
35 3.42 
36 10.03 
37 6.38 
38 11.06 
39 4.31 
40 6.84 
41 7.43 
42 3.05 
43 2.41 
44 .83 
45 2.42 
46 3.50 
47 5.39 
48 4.31 
49 2.13 
50 3.25 
51 1.56 
52 x 
53 1.44 
54 16.00 
55 20.75 
Plain City, Utah. 
Village 
Farmer 
104.66 
106.04 
108.21 
118.66 
112.95 
108.22 
103.84 
116.55 
113.33 
108.40 
17.41 
21.61 
17.74 
10.75 
11.64 
9.09 
5.41 
9.25 
7.92 
3.25 
18.44 
2.79 
4.53 
3.67 
5.44 
2.33 
4.50 
3.67 
3.21 
5.50 
5.56 
17.94 
4.21 
3.67 
2.94 
8.89 
1.72 
2.94 
3.12 
12.94 
7.00 
1.50 
2.06 
11.75 
9.50 
4.08 
8.21 
9.17 
9.67 
6.00 
I 
Edge-of-
Town 
Farmer 
106.36 
113.54 
97.50 
111.79 
112.95 
106.83 
119.88 
123.28 
129.44 
24.92 
9.50 
30.40 
18.39 
19.00 
21.38 
13.88 
8.75 
23.67 
8.55 
x 
7.78 
8.75 
15.33 
x 
16.83 
.17 
6.33 
4.17 
x 
x 
4.50 
x 
x 
x 
10.50 
11.73 
x 
10.50 
x 
5.67 
x 
x 
5.67 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
15.61 
5.50 
Non-
Farmer 
106.73 
103.61 
92.05 
103.39 
110.70 
104.01 
111.69 
120.81 
114.82 
121.38 
112.14 
10.33 
11.67 
4.25 
x 
10.96 
9.75 
4.25 
3.38 
1.83 
3.40 
2.17 
3.13 
1.83 
2.14 
9.33 
4.89 
2.91 
5.59 
9.06 
0 
5.17 
3.00 
2.17 
3.89 
.75 
12.08 
3.61 
x 
2.17 
3.58 
3.59 
x 
5.80 
2.33 
x 
19.33 
9.58 
x 
x 
Village 
103.05 
102.66 
104.20 
107.35 
109.13 
103.54 
103.78 
109.45 
102.48 
104.94 
103.58 
17.32 
12.87 
7,.56 
8. 91 
7.75 
5.45 
10.79 
7.20 
2.04 
9.15 
3.92 
4.67 
2.39 
4.39 
3.39 
4.69 
4.44 
4.77 
5.79 
7.76 
12.66 
7.45 
3.88 
5.33 
8.78 
4.74 
3.80 
1. 79 
5.87 
4.19 
4.48 
3.82 
5.47 
5.74 
3.08 
10.43 
6.20 
13.41 
8.80 
(contmued) 
Years 
of Age 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
74 
75 
76 
78 
81 
82 
83 
87 
88 
Farm 
Dweller 
2.50 
1.80 
5.00 
x 
4.07 
x 
8.00 
.19 
x 
7.33 
1.08 
15.00 
.50 
1.58 
0 
0 
5.33 
x 
5.30 
7.33 
1.50 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
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Table 9-Concluded 
Village 
Farmer 
15.50 
3.60 
11.40 
x 
7.00 
3.00 
2.81 
4.67 
1.83 
0 
2.80 
5.33 
1.33 
.50 
0 
x 
1.42 
14.50 
4.42 
5.17 
0 
3.00 
1.00 
1.25 
3.00 
x 
Edge-of-
Town 
Farmer 
x 
x 
6.50 
22.00 
x 
31.83 
17.75 
x 
6.33 
0 
x 
4.17 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
2.25 
x 
NOll-
Farmer 
16.50 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
4.33 
0 
x 
4.17 
x 
x 
4.50 
x 
4.06 
21.13 
x 
x 
x 
x 
1.00 
x 
x 
0 
23 
Village 
10.80 
2.90 
9.47 
22.00 
4.56 
17.42 
9.94 
1.41 
3.46 
3.20 
2.16 
6.80 
.75 
1.22 
2.38 
0 
3.65 
18.29 
4.82 
5.88 
.38 
3.00 
1.00 
1.25 
2.50 
0 
It may be observed that the following comparative participation rela-
tions maintain between the four groups : 
1-The average farm dweller never reaches the top position until he 
is 33 years old. Between 30 and 40 he makes his best showing 
by leading in 5 of the 10 years. He also makes a comparatively 
good showing in the old age period-65 and over. He leads less 
frequently and occupies the lowest position in more years than 
the average person of any other group. 
2- The average village-farm individual occupies a relatively strong 
position throughout every age period. He does not drop to the 
lowest position until the 40th year and occupies this lowly place 
in but one other year during the entire period. In only one other 
group is a better record made. 
3-The average person of the ed·ge-of-town group is more consistently 
active during the 'entire life span than are his counterparts in any 
of the other groups. 
4-The average non-farmer does only slightly better than the farm 
dweller. The best showing is made during childhood and youth 
and in the early fifties. From 17 to 50 he vies with the farm 
dweller for the position of lowest participator. 
Thirty-two of the eighty-two years between 6 and 88 are represented 
by all four groups. The relative position of the average person of the 
four groups with respect to participation during these 32 years is shown 
in Table 10. 
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Table 10--Relative positions of four groups during 82 years between 6 
and 88, inclusive, for which comparative data for all four 
groups are available. l 
No. Years Occupying 
Next Next 
Group Highest 
I 
Highest 
I 
Lowest 
I Lowest P.osition Position Position Position 
Farm dweller __________ ______ 4 5 7 16 
Village farm ... _----- .. -- .. -- .... 5 12 13 2 
Edge-of-town 
-------------.. _-
18 7 2 5 
Non-farm 
-------_ ..... _-- ... -------- 5 7 8 12 
1 Data contain partlclpation information for every person in the village between 6 and 38, 
inclusive, but in some of the groups there are no representatives for specific ages. 
GENERAL OOMPARISONS BETWEEN GROUPS WITH RESPECT 
ITO USE OF LOOAL COMMUNITY AGENCIES 
Community-agency offerings of Plain City, falling largely in the fields 
of education, religion, and recreation, are made use of by these people in 
widely differing degrees. Some did not attend any community meetings 
d'uring the 6-month period, while others were regular attendants. The 
maj-ority were more or less irregular, as indicated in an average at-
tendance of 23_9 per cent. 
The special groups in which this study is most interested differ also. 
Data show the following average percentage attendance for all functions: 
Farm-dweller family ______ ____________ ___________________ _______ _____ ____ _ 16.3 
Village-farm family ______ ___ ___________ ____________________________________ 24.9 
Edge-of-town family _______________________________________________________ 30.6 
Non-farm family ______________________ ___ ______ ________________ _______________ 21.7 
To the extent that the programs of various community organizations 
are en,lightening and helpful, village-farm families have a decided advan-
tage over both farm dwellers and non-farmers. By living in the village, 
farm families have increased their use of community agencies by 60.1 
per cent over farm dwellers. Since village-farm and non-farm families 
both live in the village, the advantage the farmer himself possesses must 
arise out of the influence of the vocations involved. Agriculture appears 
to have increased considerably the "community-mindedness" of village 
farmers in comparison with non-farmers in this type of village (A). 
Contrary to the general view, it appears that there are, in the job of 
farming, human factors fav10rable to socialization. The somewhat isolated 
work of the day provides the social hunger necessary to participation. 
Satisfaction is sought in the evenings and on Sundays and holidays in 
group contacts, many of which are promoted by c-ommunity agencies. 
GROUP OOMPARISON OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE FAMILIES 
IN USE OF LOCAL COMMUNITY AGENCIES 
Community agencies attract some members of the family much more 
than others. Data given in Table 11 indicate the average amount of time 
spent weekly' 'per individual (by fathers, mothers, young people, and 
children) at all voluntary functions (sch ool attendance excluded). 
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Table 11-Average number of hours spent a month per individual family 
member at local community functions by groups, during 
November 1931, May 1932, and September 1932, 
Plain City, Utah (schools excluded). 
Individual Family Member Average 
Group 
I I 
Young I Children 
of 
Father Mother People Family 
Farm dweller 
--- --------.------
3.66 4.85 9.52 7.79 I 6.92 Village farmer ___ _______________ 4.28 6.51 13.90 13.24 9.50 
Edge-of-town farmer 
------
11.27 6.61 16.80 14.34 12.41 
Non-farmer 
---------------------- 3.71 5.93 12.31 11.24 9.03 
The farm-dweller o'perator has coOntact with community agencies less 
than does any other farmer or non-farmer in the village. His position at 
the bottom of the list is matched first by that of his wife, then by the 
young people of his family, and last by his younger children, all of whom 
occupy the same relative position. The non-farm family occupies the 
second rung of the ladder for each member of the family. The village-farm 
family takes the third rung throughout. On the fourth or top rung are 
the edge-of-town families who surpass the other three groups, standing 
as undisputed leaders in community participation, particularly for fathers. 
The relative position of the fathers in the four groups may be seen more 
definitely in Table 12. 
A relatively large percentage of farm-dweller fathers made little or 
no use of community agencies. Almost one in four (23.4 %) did not use 
them at all and two out of three (68.7%) used them less than 10 hours 
in three months. On the other hand, but 31.3 per cent spent more than 
10 hours at looal offerings as against 44.6 per cent among village farmers, 
77.8 per cent among edge-of-town fathers, and 46.9 per cent among non-
farmers. Non-farm fathers are also a low participating group, with 15.6 
per cent non-participators and with 53.1 per cent participating less than 
10 hours in three months. Only 3.1 per cent of the village-farm fathers 
are non-participators, while every father in the edge-of-town group is a 
participator and , usually an active one. More than three out of four 
(77.8 % ) in this group used the local offerings more than 10 hours in 
three months and 44.4 per cent used them over 35 hours. Community 
activity" on the whole, among fathers descends from edge-of-town to 
village farm to non-farm to farm dweller, although usually faithful 
service on the part of a few farm-dweller fathers brings their average 
slightly above the non-farmers (See Table 11). 
Following the example of her spouse, the farm-dweller woman has 
a much larger percentage (22.6) of non-participators than any of the 
women of the other groups. Low participators are also numerous, there 
being 59.9 per cent who spend less than 10 hours in three months at: 
local functions, leaving two-fifths (40.1 % ) with more than 10 hours. 
Village-farm and edge-of-town women, on the other hand, show greater' 
activity both by having a smaller percentage of non-participators (5.8 % 
and 5.3 %, respectively) and by showing to advantage in most of the' 
brackets in excess of 10 h ours. 
The local community activity of the mothers is shown in Table 13, 
Table 12-Number of fathers by groups and percentage of fathers by groups and for the village us·ing local com-
munity agencies specified number of hours during three months, Plain City, Utah. 
Fathers 
Percentage 
(By Group) N o. I Less 15 less 110 less 115 less 120 less 125 le88 I 30 less 1 35 and 0 than 5 than 10 than 15 than 20 than 2 5 than 30 than 35 Over 
Farm dweller ________ ___ ____ _____ __ __________ ____ ___ 64 23.4 23.4 21.9 9.4 4.7 6.3 1.6 6.3 3.0 
Village farmer _______ _____ __ __ ______ _______ _______ __ 65 3.1 15.4 36.9 15.4 9.3 10.8 4.6 
----
4.5 
Edge-of-town farmer ___ _____ ____ ____ __ ___ ___ ___ 18 
--- -
5 .6 16.6 22.2 5.6 
---- --- -
5.6 44.4 
Non-farmer ______ __________ ____ _______ _____ _____ ___ ___ 32 15.6 9.4 28 .1 31.3 3.1 3.1 6.3 
--- -
3.1 
Village __ _____ ____________ ______ ___ ___ ______ ___ __ ______ __ 179 12.3 16.2 27.9 16. 8 6.1 6.7 3.3 2.8 7.9 
Table 18--Number of m others by groups and percentage of m others by groups and for the village using local com-
munity agencies specified number of hours in three months, Plain City, Utah. 
PERCENTAGE 
HOMEMAKERS No. (By Group) I L,,, I 5 I", 1101'" 115 1", 1'01'" 125 1", 1301'" 135 1", 1401'" 1451'" Iso ,nd 0 than 5 than 10 than 15 than 20 than 25 than 30 than 35 than 40 than 45 than 50 Over 
I I I 
2.7 I Farm dweller ______ _______ ___ ____ 75
1 
22 .6 22.6 114.7 8.0 6.7 2.7 I 6.7 4.0 2.7 1.3 5.3 
I Village farmer ________________ ___ 69 5.8 10.1 26.1 11.6 5.8 15.9 I 7.3 2.9 
----
2.9 5.8 5.8 
I I Edge-of-town farmer ____ ___ _ 19 5.3 5.3 I 10.5 10.5 31.6 10.5 I ---- 5.3 10.5 ---- 10.5 ----
33 
I Non-farmer _________ _______ ________ 9.1 15.1 I 21.2 15.1 9.1 9 .1 I 9.1 
-- -- ----
6.1 
----
6.1 
I I Village __________ __ _____ _______ _______ 196 12.7 15.3 I 19.4 10.7 9.2 9.2 I 6.6 3.1 2.0 2.6 4.1 5.1 
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One mother in five (21 % ) of the edge-of-town group devoted 35 hours 
or more to local organized community welfare in three months. Non-
farm mothers occupy third position as local community workers, standing 
decidedly below the village-farm and edge-of-town women but quite defi-
nitely above the farm-dweller woman. The last-named is handicapped as 
a community worker both by distance and by the demands of a family occu-
pation, while the non-farm woman occupies an unfavorable economic 
position. 
Young people follow much the same general trend. Table 14 indicates 
the chief gr-oup characteristics. 
Here, again, it is the farm-dweller and the non-farm groups which 
show the largest proportion of non-participators, one in every eight for 
the former and one in 15 for the latter, while the village-farm group 
provides only one non-participator in 22 and the edge-of-town one in 23. 
Likewise, on the high participation extreme the edge-of-town and village-
farm groups excel, the percent-ages of each group showing 50 hours or 
more of community participation being: Farm-dweller, 21.8; village-farm, 
44.7; edge-of-town, 52.3; and non-farm, 40. Thus, as between the farm-
dweller and the village-farm young people, the latter are decidedly more 
community-minded in local community affairs. With two out of five vil-
lage-farm and non-farm young people and more than one out of two 
edge-of-town young people accumulating 50 hours or more in three 
months at local offerings as contrasted with one in five for farm dwellers, 
it may be seen that a considerable margin of local community-mindedness 
rests with the village young people. (For family member group averages, 
see Table 11.) 
The main lines of cleavage in local community participation between 
the groups are as evident with children as with parents and young people. 
Table 15 contains comparative data on child (6-13 years, inclusive) par-
ticipation. 
In edge-of-town and village-farm groups, every child participated, 
while 8 per cent of farm-dweller children and 4.5 per cent of non-farm 
children made no connection with any local agency during the 6-month 
period. Active participators are also much more numerous in the village. 
In the participation bracket of 50 hours and over, farm-dweller and non-
farm children register 12 and 22.2 per cent, respectively, while village-
farm and ed·ge-of-town children reach 31.9 per cent and 33.3 per cent 
in the order named. Child participators accumulating less than 20 hours 
are found in the different groups to the following extent: Farm-dweller 
group, 58.7 per cent; village-farm, 23.2 per cent; edge-of-town, 6.7 per 
cent; non-farm, 44.5 per cent. In the more active participation categories 
of 20 hours and over, the reverse side of the picture shows farm-dweller 
children with 41.3 per cent, village-farm with 76.8 per cent, edge-of-town 
with 93.3 per cent, non-farm with 55.5 per cent; for the village, 60.3 
per cent participate 20 hours or more. 
Whatever family influences and pressures might be expected to arise 
out of local cooperative endeavor in attaining the important needs of life 
which center in the local community, it is quite obvious that they operate 
more strongly in the village than out of it. Frequency of contact, group 
planning, collective effort, experience in leadership-all tend towards the 
village habitat. 
Table t.t-"Number of young people by groups and percentage of young people by groups and for the village using 
local community agencies, specified number of hours, during three months, Plain City, Utah (sehools excluded). 
PERCENTAGE 
YOUNG PEOPLE No. (,By Group) I L", I 51", 110 1", 115 I,,, 1201'" 125 1", 1'01'" 135 I,,, 140 I,,, 1451'" I SO ond 0 than 5 than 10 than 15 than 20 than 25 than 30 than 35 than 40 than 45 than 50 ver 
Farm dweller ............ .... .... I I I 115 13.0 13.0 I 7.0 9.6 13.0 7.81 1.7 3.5 3.5 3.5 2.6 \ 21.8 
Village farmer ....... ............ 67 4.5 10.4 I 11.9 7.5 6.0 1.5 1.5 4.5 3.0 1.5 3.0 / 44.7 
Edge-of-town farmer ........ 23 4.3 
····1 4.3 ---. 4.3 13.1 \ 4.3 8.8 4.3 .--. 4.3 I 52.3 
Non-farmer .. ........ ............. 15 6.7 13.3 I -- -- ---- 13.3 6.7 ---- 13.3 ---- 6.7 .... \ 40.0 
Village ........................ ... .... 220 I 2.7 / 33.2 9.1 10.9 \ 7.7 7.3 10.0 6.4 1.8 5.8 3.2 2.7 
\ \ I 
Table 15-Number of children (6 to 13 years, inclusive) by groups and percentage of children by groups and for the 
village using local community agencies specified number of hours for six months, Plain City, Utah. 
PERCENTAGE 
CHILDREN No. (,By Group) I L,,, I 51", 110 1", 1151'" 120 1'" I" "" 1'01'" 1'51'" 1401'" 1451'" I SO and 0 than 5 than 1 0 than 15 than 20 than 25 than 30 than 35 than 40 than 45 than SO ver 
/ 
\ 
4.0 I 2.7 \ I F'arm dweller ........... .. ....... . 75 8.0 13.4 \ 16.0 9.3 12 .0 2.7 9.3 5.3 5.3 \ 12.0 
1.5 / 
I I Village farmer ........ ... ........ 69 _ _ _ A 7.2 5.8 8.7 10.2 I 5.8 5.8 8.7 7 .2 7.2 \ 31.9 
15 I \ 6.7 /13.3 I Edge-of-town ................... . 
----
.... I 
----
6.7 
----
. .. . \13.3 20.0 6.7 \ 33.3 
45 / 
\ 
4.45\11.1 2.2 I 22.2 N on -farmer ....... ................ 4.45 4.45\ 11.1 8.9 15 .6 4.45 00-_- 11.1 
Village ..................... .......... 204 11 3.9 / 6.4 110.8 7.8 10.8 6.4 / 6.4 6.4 5.9 7.3 5.4 I 22.5 \ \ I I 
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SEASONAL COMPARISON OF GROUPS IN USE OF COMMUNITY 
AGENCIES 
The seasonal positio~ of the groups with respect to each other during 
the six months is shown in Figure 9. 
The most strik-
ing thing about this 
chart is the relative 
stability of position 
occupied by e a c h 
g r 0 u p. I non e 
month only (Febru-
a r y 1 9 2 8, when 
non-farmers moved 
a h e a d of village-
far m people) , is 
there any change in 
position. Edge - of -
town families main-
tain their place at 
the top without 
challenge. V ill age-
farm families occu-
PERCENTAGE : . 
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Fig.9-Seasonal Attendance: Percentage present of 
those who should b e s e r v ed according t o 
groups at all local community functions dur-
ing six months, Plain City, Utah. 
py second place. Non-farmers are consistently in third position, while 
farm dwellers throughout the study are lowest. Edge-of-town families 
reach ,a maximum attendance of 42.6 per cent in February and a mini-
mum of 24.7 per cent in October. The best month (22.8 per cent in March 
1929) for farm dwellers was slightly below the poorest month (24.7 per 
cent) for edge-of-town people. However, farm dwellers vary less and 
non-farmers more than the others. The percentage difference in group 
range between high and low months is as follows: Farm dwellers, 9.7 per 
cent; village farm, 17.6; edge-of-town, 17.9; and non-farm, 19. 
The variation in seasonal use of certain specific functions by the four 
groups may be seen in Figure 10. 
The edge-of-town group maintains the leading position in each item, 
except for picture-shows, in which case village-farm and non-farm groups 
move to the top. With respect to the five functions, the edge-of-town 
group is high in four -and next to the highest in one; the village-farm 
group is high in one, second highest in two, and third highest in two; 
the non-farm group is second highest in two, third highest in two, and 
fourth in one; the farm-dweller group is lowest in four and tied for 
third and fourth position in one. June was the high month for dances 
for all groups, with July next highest. March was the highest month for 
picture-shows, with October as the lowest month. The edge-of-town group 
was the only group to maintain a high attendance at Sunday School dur-
ing July. All groups improved in attendance at Sunday School during the 
winter, the non-farm as much as the farm groups. The effort to hold 
Primary during the summer months was not well-supported by any of the 
groups, as attendance with all of them fell off more than 50 per cent dur-
ing June and July. Winter and spring months show all groups supporting 
the Primary well, although farm dwellers are considerably below the 
other three groups. 
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Since farm-dweller families live farther away from community centers 
than do any of the other groups, obviously distance must have some-
thing to do with the comparatively smaller use made of community insti-
tutions by this group. On the other hand, the fact that edge-of-town 
families use these agencies more than do village-farm families, who are 
closer to them, suggests that factors other than distance may also have a 
determining influence. 
In the Plain City section it was the purpose of the investigators to 
ascertain attendance facts in relation to distance from community centers. 
Many othe'r factors undoubtedly influence participation. The extent to 
which such factors may tend to neutralize each other where all people 
are included in the study may be a matter for conjecture. It is felt that 
in some important items they do not neutralize each other. However, the 
primary object is to ascertain attendance facts in relation to distance. 
Undoubtedly, other causal factors 'are present also. 
Method Used 
The village block, which is approximately .09 mile in length, was 
selected as the unit of measurement. Each house in the village was 
grouped in the block to which it belonged in terms of number of blocks 
distant from the Public Square, immediately around which all community 
centers are located, except St. Paul's Episcopal Mission Chapel which is 
two blocks north. Since services are held at St. Paul's but twice a month 
and in view of the fact that attendance is extremely limited (five or six 
local attendants), the Public Square may be regarded as the situs of the 
active-centers. Outside the blocked area, the distance to all homes was 
measured and all people of the village were listed in hypothetical 
blocks, which measured their distance from the Public Square. No 
home extended beyond 27 blocks. The attendance at all village func-
tions of people living in each of the 27 units of distance was tabulated 
for November 1931, for May 1932, and for September 1932. 
Data dealing with the relationship of distance and participation are 
given both for positive and negative participation in community activities. 
Positive participation is considered according to the number of blocks 
of distance from community centers in terms of: 
(1) Percentage participating designated number of hours 
(2) Average number ,of hours of participation per month 
(3) Number and percentage of participators in each block of 
distance from CO'lIlmunity centers 
Negative or non-participation is considered according to number of 
blocks of distance from community centers in terms of number and per-
centage of non-participators in each block. Positive participation showing 
the percentage of the population living in each block of distance from the 
Public Square, who participate, the designated numbers of hours, is 
shown in Table 16. 
Table 16-Distance from community center and percentage participating designated munber of hours for each block of 
distance from community center at all community functions (voluntary) during three months, 
Plain Ci ty, Utah 
P ercentage Participa tin g Acoordin ~ to Distance in Blpcks from Community Centers Partici. patton 
Class 
Interva l 
(hrs. ) 
o 
to 
.9? 
3 4 5 6 7 8 -' -9 10 II 12 I f-- 14 I S 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
t o t o t o to to to I I) t l) to t o to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to to 
1.99 2.99 3.99 4.99 5.? ? 671 7.99 8.9? 9.9? 10 .99 1I .9? 1299 13 .99 14.99 15 9? 16.79 17 99 18.99 19.99 20.99 2 1.99 22 .99 23.99 24 .99 25.99 26.99 
24 and 
Over 
21 less 
than 24 
18 less 
tha n 21 
15 less 
th a n 1 8 
12 less 
th a n 15 
9 less 
tha n 12 
6 less 
3.6 7.6 11.0 6.4 11 .5 10.9 8.3 2. 0 6.4 2.2 17 .7 2. 9 2.9 118. 91 10. 1 1 0.2 7. 8 ·f .7 13 .3 7.4 2.1 
9.9 2.7 3.9 3.2 5.2 5.4 1. 8 4. 9 3. 2 2.2 2. 9 g. 6 2.0 I 3.8 1 3.4 10 .2 2.0 4.5 
7.2 8 .5 6. 8 7.8 5.8 4.3 11. 0 6.9 9. 5 5.9 5 .7 3.9113 .21 8.5 2.6 10 .0 ' 6. 0 
6.3 6. 3 8.9 6.9 6.4 10.9 1 U, 7.8 4.8 23.5 17.115.8 19.416.9 1 2.0 2.012 .8 6.7 4.5 3 .1 :; .4 5.3 2.1 
6.3 8. 1 2.8 6.9 10. 2 5. 4 10. 112 0.6 14 .3 3.3111. 8 5.71 6.8 111.3 5 .1110.2 13 .7 10. 2 3.3 7.0 5 .4 1. 3 2.1 
6.3 10.3 10.0 5.5 10.2 7.6 10.115.9 7.9 15.3 5.6114 .7 5.7 18.7111. 3 13.6 11 2.2 117 .6 11 0.3 3.3 7.5 ,8 .1 2.7 6 .) .... 
than 9 .... ... ........ .l J 3 .5 10. 7 11 .4 1 0. 1 8.4 13.711.11 5.3 13 .3 1 5.9 14 .3 11 2.6 1 5.7 5. 1114 .317 .8 112. 8 11.9 18. 7 
3 less 
th an 6 .......... .. .. . .1 12 .6 122. 4 18.11 8.8 17 .5 1 2.0 16.5 14.7 9.5 2.9 11.4 16 .5 15. 1 13 .6 16.3 3.9 28 .2110 .0 13.4 4.2 
Over 0, 
less t ba n 3 ......... . 11 9 9 1 1. 7 1 i . !l 14 . 2 9. 1 1 0. 9 11. 0 8. 8 1 2.7 2 6 . 3 14 . 4 11. 8 8. 6 13 .6 11. 3 8. 5 12 . 3 1 3.7 5 .1 20.0 14 .9 12 .5 6.7 18. 7 6.3 
.. .... .. ..... .... .... ... 114.4 11.7 !l .2 20. 2 14 .9 20 .6 1 3. 8 14.7 20 .6 42 .1 34 .5 2.9 20 .0 27 .2 15. 2 12 .3 31.5 10.3 33 .4 23 .9 62 .5 41.9 573 85.7 58.2 
Note: The black line shows the participation bracket which contains the highest percentage of participators in each 
block of distance from the community centers. The higher brackets are near the edge-of-town and slightly 
beyond. 
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Table 16 shows what happens to participation as distance increases. 
The percentages showing active participation (high percentages in the 
upper brackets) are smaller in the blocks close to the centers, increase 
gradually to the 15th block, and then recede from there out. It is en-
lightening to trace a heavy line (Table 16) through the interval which 
contains the highest percentage of participation in each block of distance. 
This line resembles roughly a normal curve. People living close to the 
centers have too many contacts-they see too many people. When not 
attending a public function themselves they see others going and coming. 
The scarce element with them is seclusion, not c·ompany. Like the city 
dweller who longs for sunlight, outdoors, and secession of noise, the vil-
lager likewise electS' to avoid the throng and participate only moderately 
at the many functions held only a few steps from his door. 
The gradual movement of the highest percentage line towards the 
higher participation levels, with increase in distance up to and including 
the 15th block from the centers, suggests that increasing distance helps 
rather than harms participation up to that point. It likewise adds proof 
to the conclusion reached at other points in this study that edge-of-town 
families living some distance out where mid-density prevails, are the most 
active community workers. However, while this general condition ap-
pears clearly to prevail, the influence of distance on participation must 
be more carefully studied. It will be ,observed that a recession in the 
heavy line occurs on the 10th and 11th blocks as well as to an increasing 
extent in the blocks beyond the 15th. The extent of these two recessions 
in participation may be seen more adequately in Table 17 where the 
average number of hours of individual participation for each block of 
distance from the centers is shown. These data are more inclusive than 
the black line (Table 16), since the latter ignores everything except the 
highest percentage. A discussion of the probable reasons for the two 
important recessions will be deferred until this material is presented. 
Table 17-Distance from community centers- in units or blocks, population 
in each unit, and average hours of individual participation per 
month at all community functions during November 1931, 
Distance from 
Community 
Center 
(blocks) 
0- 0.99 
1- 1.99 
2- 2.99 
3- 3.99 
4- 4.99 
5- 5.99 
6- 6.99 
7- 7.99 
8- 8.99 
9- 9.99 
10-10.99 
11- 11.99 
12-12.99 
l\lay 1932, and September 1932, Plain City, Utah. 
I 
I 
No. 
Living in 
Block 
37.0 
74.3 
93.7 
72.7 
51.3 
30.7 
36.3 
34.0 
21.0 
12.7 
30.0 
11.3 
11.7 
I 
Avg. N o. II Hours of 
Individual 
Participation 
9.50 
9.46 
10.11 
7.84 
10.60 
10.03 
10.43 
9.43 
9.24 
2.00 
4.48 
I 13.87 9.49 
I 
Distance from 
Community 
Center 
(blocks) 
13-13.99 
14-14.99 
15-15.99 
16-16.99 
17-17.99 
18- 18.90 
19- 19.99 
20- 20.99 
21-21.99 
22-22.99 
23-23.99 
24- 24.99 
25- 25.99 
26- 26 .99 
No. 
Living in 
Block 
34.3 
18.7 
19.7 
16.3 
17.0 
13.0 
10.0 
22.3 
10.7 
34.7 
25.0 
2.3 
0 
16 .0 
I 
I 
I 
I
, Avg. No. 
Hours of 
Individual 
Participation 
6.51 
15.48 
11.10 
9.65 
7.57 
9.15 
8.68 
8.66 
1.91 
4.03 
2.35 
0.50 
0 
3.55 
I 
34 UTAH EXPERIMENT STATION BULLETIN No. 269 
The relation of participation to distance may be observed further in 
F igure 11, in which average individual participation is indicated accord-
ing to distance units. 
BLOCKS HOURS AT COMMUNITY FUNCTIONS 
2 4 6 8 10 12 14 
0- .9 
1-1.9 
2-2.9 
3-3.9 
4-4.9 
5-5.9 
6-6.9 
7-7.9 
8-8.9 
9- 9.9 
10-10.9 
11-11.9 
12-12.9 
13-13.9 
14-14.9 
15-15.9 
16-16.9 
17-17.9 
18-18.9 
19-19.9 
20-209 
21-2l9 
22-2~ 
23-23.9 
~-~9 .. 
25-25.9 
26-26.9 
Fig.ll-Average hours of individual participation per month for each block 
of distance from community centers, Nove mber 1931, May 1932, and 
September 1932, Plain City, Utah. 
The heavy irregular line in Table 16 indicates the average hours of 
participation for each block of distance. The downward trend of partici-
pation with increasing distance is shown in the straight line which 
moves downward as distance increases. The distribution indicates two 
s'ections, the first apparently involving walking distance. The general 
trend of participation within this area is decidedly downward, with in-
crease of distance culminating in an extremely low record in the 10th 
block out. The short straight line to the left shows this trend. In the 
second area, farther out where automobiles are used for conveyance, a 
downward trend again is quite obvious as distance increases. The decline 
is a little sharper here than in the area closer in, due to the influence 
of the blocks' farthest out. This general pioture indicates that distance, 
in spite of good roads and fast-moving vehicles, still exercises a powerful 
influence on participation in community affairs. 
But important exceptions to these general trends may be found by 
observing the data further. As indicated in Figure 11, there is little 
decline in participation as distance from the centers increases until the 
tenth block is reached. Following the rapid decline in the tenth and 
eleventh blocks the average then rises fully as high as in the nearer 
blocks, or even a little higher between blocks 12 and 21, inclusive, after 
which it falls to a low level between blocks 22 and 27. The blocks pro-
ducing the highest averages are 12 and 15. Thus, the general level of 
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participation holds up 'comparatively well out to the 22d block, or ap-
proximately two miles from the Public Square. In view of the fact that 
the majority of offerings are provided by the L. D. S. Church, it is of 
interest to know that the 12th and 15th high-participating units have no 
non-Mormons in them. The four lowest units within a distance of 21 
blocks are blocks 10, 11, 14, and 18, which have non-Mormon percent-
ages of 55.1, 30, 20.4, and 11.8, respectively. The extremely low position 
of blocks units 10 and 11 is probably due to both of the following condi-
tions: (1) The non-Mormon proportion of the population in these two 
units is high; (2) it is probable, also, as already indicated, that the mar-
ginal distance between walking and riding lies about here. In the recrea-
tional .field it is fairly well-establis'hed that children will not walk more 
than one-half mile to a playground. At Plain City the first evidence of a 
decline is about three-fourths of a mile from community centers. 
The proportion of non-Mormons in a distance unit must not be taken 
as certain evidence of non-participation. Block 20 maintains a good 
participation average, while 50 per cent of its people are non-Mormon. 
Other blocks with g-ood participation and with a considerable proportion 
of non-Mormons are blocks 4, 6, 9, and 21 with non-Mormon 'percentages 
of 20.6, 19.5, 42.9, and 13.5, respectively. There is little positive corre-
lation between the percentage of non-participators in each block and non-
Mormons living there. The location of non-Mormons, in terms of distance 
from community centers and their proportion in each block, may be seen 
in Table 18 and in Figure 12. 
Table 18--Number and percentage of non-Mormons in each block of dis-
tance from community center, Plain City, Utah. 
Distance from 
Community 
Center 
(blocks) 
0- 0.99 
1- 1.99 
2- 2.99 
3- 3.99 
4- 4.99 
5- 5.99 
6- 6.99 
7- 7.99 
8- 8.99 
9- 9.99 
10-10.99 
11-11.99 
12-12.99 
13-13.99 
I 
No I Percentage II N o~- Population 
Mormons Who Are Non-Mormons 
0 0 
9 12.1 
8 8.5 
15 20.6 
4 7.8 
6 19.5 
1 2.8 
2 5.8 
9 42.9 
7 55.1 
9 30.0 
0 0 
0 0 
7 20.4 
Distance from 
Community 
Center (blocks) 
14-14.99 
15-15.99 
16-16.99 
17-17.99 
18-18.99 
19-19.99 
20-20.99 
21-21.99 
22-22.99 
23-23.99 
24-24.99 
25- 25.99 
26-26.99 
I 
No. 
Non-
Mormons 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
5 
3 
0 
3 
2 
0 
0 
0 
I 
Percentage 
Population 
Who Are 
Non-Mormons 
0 
0 
0 
11.8 
0 
50.0 
13.6 
0 
8.6 
8.0 
0 
0 
0 
I 
That the people achieving the highest average participation should be 
as far out as block 15 (about 1.4 miles) from community centers and 
exceeding both the first and second blocks by 62 per cent constitutes a 
surprising fact. 
The limited use made of Plain City's offerings by those living beyond 
block 21 is due in part to the uncertain loyalties which tend to grow up 
in the borderland area between two communities. While the dividing line 
between precincts is a definite one, participators are likely to move irregu-
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larly from one center to another in search of the most attractive offerings. 
The number of participators in the distance ' units tends to follow 
closely the percentage of the total population living in the unit. This 
PERCENTAGE 
50 
~. (' 
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30 
20 
10 
0 I I .1 II 
0 I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 II 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
0.9 1.9 2.9 3.9 4.9 5.9 6.9 7,9 8.9 9,9 1Q.9 IL9 12.9 13.9 14.9 15.9 16.9 17.9 18.9 19,9 20.9 2L9 22,9 23.9 24.9 25.9 26.9 
'" OCKS 
Fig. 12-Percentage of non-Mormon population in each block of distance from 
community centers, Plai.n City, Utah, 1932. 
being the case, the total number is much larger near community centers, 
where population is most dense, and declines gradually as distance in-
creases. 
A somewhat different view of the problem of participation may be 
had by an examination of the percentage of participators and .qf; non-
participators in each distance unit from the ,centers. These ' data are 
contained in Tables 19 and 20 and may be observed graphically in Fig-
ure 13. 
Table 19-Number and percentage of participators in each block of 
distance from community centers during November 1981, May 
1,982, and September 1932, Plain City, Utah. 
Dis tance from 
Community 
Center 
(blocks) 
0- 0.99 
1- 1.99 
2- 2.99 
3- 3.99 
4- 4.99 
5- 5.99 
6- 6.99 
7- 7.99 
8- 8.99 
9- 9.99 
10- 10.99 
11-11. 9 9 
12- 12.99 
Average 
No. 
Partici-
pating 
31.7 
65.7 
85.0 
58.0 
43.7 
24.3 
31.3 
29.0 
16.7 
7.3 
20.0 
11.0 
9.3 
Percentage 
of 
Partici-
pators 
85.6 
88.3 
90.7 
79.8 
85.1 
79.3 
86.2 
85.3 
79.4 
57.9 
66.7 
97.1 
80.0 
Distance from 
Community 
Center 
(blocks) 
13-13.99 
14-14.99 
15- 15.99 
16-16.99 
17-17.99 
18-18.99 
19-19.99 
20-20.99 
21-21.99 
22- 22.99 
23-23.99 
24-24.99 
25- 25.99 
26-26.9 '9 
I 
Average 
No. 
Partici-
pating 
25.0 
17.7 
26.7 
14.3 
11.7 
11.7 
6.7 
17.0 
4.0 
7.7 
'10.7 
0.3 
-~ , .. 
8.7 I 
Percentage 
of 
Partici-
pators 
72 .8 
100.0 
84.7 
87.8 
68.6 
89.4 
66.7 
76.1 
37.5 
42.S. 
42.7 
14.3,1' 
----
54.2 
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Table 2O--Number and percentage of non-participators in each block of 
distance from community centers during November 1931, May 
1932 , and September 1932, Plain City, Utah. 
Dis tance from 
Community 
Center 
(blocks) 
0- 0.99 
1- 1.99 
2- 2.99 
3- 3.9 9 
4- 4.99 
5- 5.99 
6- 6.99 
7- 7.9-9 
8- 8.99 
9- 9.99 
10-10.99 
11-11.99 
12-12.99 
I 
Average I No. 
N<?n-parti-
clpators 
I 5.3 I 
8.7 I 
8.7 
14.7 
7.7 
6.3 
5.0 
5.0 
4.3 
5.3 
10.0 
0.3 
2.3 
Percenta~e 
Non-parti-
cipators 
14.4 
11.7 
9.3 
20.2 
14.9 
20.7 
13.8 
14.7 
20.6 
42.1 
33.3 
2.9 
20.0 
Dis ta nce from 
Community 
Center 
(blocks) 
13- 13.99 
14- 14.99 
15-15.99 
16-16.9 9 
17-17.99 
18-18.99 
19-19.99 
20- 20 .99 
21-21.99 
22-22:99 
23- 23.99 
24- 24.99 
25-25.99 
26- 26.99 
I 
Average I No. 
N<?n-parti-
clpators 
9 .3 
0 
3. 0 
2.0 
5 .3 
1.3 
8.3 
5.3 
6.7 
10.3 
14.3 
2.0 
_ ... 
7.3 
Percentag;e 
Non-partI-
cipators 
27 .2 
0 
15.3 
12.2 
31.4 
10.6 
33.3 
23.9 
62.5 
57.4 
57.3 
85 .7 
.. _ .... 
45.8 
Caution is suggested against reading too much into the word "par-
ticipator." A participator is a person who attends one or m ore functions. 
Having attended but one function, he counts as much as does a person 
who has attended a dozen in the comparison made. The percentage of 
participators does not decline to any extent, except in blocks 10 and 11 , 
until block 22 has been reached. 
So far as ' participation itself is concerned, the great majority of people 
living within 21 blocks are participators. With the exception of low-
participating blocks (10 and 11, which fall to 57.9 and 66.7 per cent, 
respectively), participators vary from 66.7 to 100 per cent of the total 
number, the average for the first 21 blocks being 83 per cent and 79.2 
per cent for the entire 27 blocks. Beyond the 21st block, the percentage 
falls to comparatively low levels . . For the entire village, fou~ out of five 
are participators. . 
On the . other hand, the percentage of non-participators tends to in-
crease more 'or less steadil.y w.ith distance. Table 20 contains the data 
on which Figure 13 is based. 
It will be observed that there is a definite break in the trend towards 
increasing non-participation at the end of the 11th block. This break 
has previously been attributed in 'Part to the marginal ground between 
two types of transportation-walking and automobile travel. Thus, the 
village has two marginal participation areas- the one just -cited and the 
other on the outer fringe of the community. The correlation between 
increasing distance and increasing non-participation in the walking area, 
that is, between the first 11 blocks, inclusive, is relatively high, the co-
efficient of correlation, "r," being + 0.74 and the probable error 
-+- 0.092. The "r" coefficient for the automobile area (blocks 12 to 25,12 
inclusive) is + 0.83 and the probable error ± 0.056. Thus, a considerable 
12 The 25th and 26th blocks were not computed because of the complication aris ing from the 
fact tha t n o one was living in the 25th block, while those who live in the 26th block. 
though belonging to the Plain City V/ard, live outs ide of the Plain City precinct. 
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BLOCK PERCENTAGE 10 20 30 40 50 60 . 70 80 
0-.9 
1-1.9 
2-2·9 
-3-3.9 4-4.9 
5-5.9 
6-6.9 
7-7.9 
8-8.9 
9-9.9 
10-10·9 
I I _11.9 
12-12.9 
~ 
13-13.9 
14-14.9 
15-15.9 
16-16.9 
17-17.9 
18-18.9 
I 
19-19.9 
20-20.9 
21-21.9 
22-22.9 
23-23-9 
~-24.9 
25-25.9 
26-26.9 
Fig. l3-Percentage of non-participators to total population in each block of 
distance from community centers during November 1931. May 1932. 
and September 1932. Plain City. Utah 
relationship is shown between distance from centers and a tendency to 
take no part in community affairs. 
Nevertheless, while the non-participators are scattered widely in every 
part of the village and tend to increase proporUonately with distance, the 
majority of them are still located close to the heart of the town, nearly 
half of the entire number being within five blocks of service centers. 
This number appears excessive, particularly in view of the ease with 
which these centers may be reached. 
RELATION BETWEEN USE OF OOMMUNITY AGENCIES 
AND DENSITY OF POPULATION 
In the study of housing (Part I, Utah Stati<>n Bulletin 249), it was 
observed that the most favorable conditions with respect to both houses 
and conveniences were found on the edge of town, where population was 
mid-dense. It has also been observed that while those blocks compara-
tively near the community -centers maintain a consistent average, the 
greatest use of community agencies is found in two of the blocks some 
distance from the centers. The relationship between density of population 
in the ten populated mile-square sections of Plain City and the use made 
of community agencies by those living in them is an interesting phase of 
this study. With increasing density, does attendance at community func-
tions increase? The correlation coefficient "r" registers whatever con-
comitant variation may exist.1s The functions, as shown in Table 21, for 
which "r" has been computed, are believed to be representative. 
13 Explanation: A perfect positive correlationship is indicated in an "r" registering +1 
and a perfect negative correlations hip when "r" is -1. When "r" is less than ±O.35, 
it is usually regarded as of little or no significance. 
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Table 21--Correlations between increasing density of population and 
increasing attendance at selected community functions, during N ovem-
her 1931, May 1932, and September 1932, Plain City, Utah. 
Increasing Attendance 
at 
Goes with Increasing Density 
as indicated by 
r P.E. 
"Black and White Day" I...... .................... 0.38 
Decoration Day ............................... _........ 0.42 
,Sacrament Meetings ................................ 0.27 
Sunday School .............................. _........... 0.58 
Primary ... _ .... _........................................... 0.56 
Y.L.M.I.A., Y.M.M.I.A .... _...... .................. 0.49 
Relief Society.......................................... 0.50 
Dances ...................................................... 0.31 
Priesthood Meetings ................................ 0.57 
Picture-shows ........ _................................. 0.46 
Funerals ............................ _....................... 0.54 
Boy Scout Show........................................ 0.09 
School ............... _ .... _........... .......... .............. 0.31 
1 Holstein Dairy Day is held in certain dairy sections at regular intervals. 
-+- 0.18 
-+- 0.18 
-+- 0.20 
-+- 0.14 
-+- 0.14 
-+- 0.16 
-+- 0.16 
-+- 0.19 
-+- 0.14 
-+- 0.17 
-+- 0.15 
-+- 0.45 
-+- 0.22 
Since the edge-of-town family is the most consistent user of com-
munity agencies, a high "r" index could not be expected. Nevertheless, 
the pull of density show.s its strength and must be considered as an 
influence of considerable importance. The average of "r" for the thirteen 
functions as a whole is + 0.42; for the seven L. D. S. church functions 
it averages + 0.50; and for the six non-church functions + 0.33. As with 
housing, the group study supplements the information "r" reveals and 
shows that the highest average participation tends to be not under the 
shadow of the church (chief center) but rather among the people on the 
mid-densely populated farms around the edge of the village. 
The average individual participation of all people of the village 
(6 years and over) in local functions is 8.07 hours per month. The 
average f-or those who participate is 8.82 hours per month. The range 
between the highest and lowest participators runs from 0 to 35.5 hours 
per month. The standard deviation is 7.84 hours. Since 2 Sigma (2 
standard deviation), or the distance between ----lSigma and + Sigma, is 
15.68 hours, which encompasses the participation of a little more than 
two-thirds of the entire number of participators (68.26 %), it is obvious 
that participation is relatively widespread and that large numbers par-
ticipate between 0.98 hour and 16.66 hours a month. However, the num-
ber of non-participators----1hose 6 years and over who live in the com-
munity but who had nothing to do with any of its organized activities 
during the period of operation-is quite large, the number being 63. 
Adults, 21 years and over, have a participation average of 5.77; for 
those who participate at all an average of 6.54 hours a month per indi-
vidual is attained. The range of parUcipation is between 0 and 32.3 
hour per month. The standard deviation for adult participators is a 
little less than for the entire village, being 6.07. The distance between 
-+- 2.5 Sigma contains most of the distribution, eliminating the extrava-
gant extremes. In Plain City, however, the extremely active participators 
and the non-participators are not sufficiently numerous to change greatly 
the totals. The average participator has a large following. This is shown 
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by the fact that while the entire range of participation is between 0 and 
32.3 hours a month, -t- 2.5 Sigma equals 30.4 hours, leaving but a small 
margin of influence for the extremes. This further substantiates the in-
formation shown in Figure 14, where 40 (10 from each group) of the 
most active participators were eliminated. A large majority of the non-
participators are among the adults, 50 of the 63 for the entire village 
coming from this group. 
HOURS 
20 
x = EDGE - OF - TOWN 
0 = V I L LAGE FARMER Wt-£RE AGES IMMEDIATE.LY PRECEDING AND 
O K FA RM D WE ER FOLLOWING ARE NOT REPRESENTED 
= N -
86 
of the 
highest partici-
SUMMARY OF USE OF LOCAL OOMMUNITY AGENCIES 
1-While not settled under L. D. S. :Church direction, Plain City was 
founded by people belonging to the L. D. S. Church and early came under 
church control. In its organization it came to be a religious community. 
The backbone of its organization lies along religious, educational, and 
recreational lines. In spite of efforts to bridge gaJ)s by the church and 
the school, Plain City's organizaU.onal development due in part to its 
small size is relatively inadequate in the fields of vocation, culture, social 
contacts, h~alth, domestic, civic, and village planning. 
2-While some village organizational development in the inadequately 
organized fields is both feasible and desirable, many badly needed services 
can be successfully provided only by an expansion of county services, 
particularly in such categories as health, library service, social welfare, 
vocation, etc. 
3-There is evidence of what future generations will undoubtedly 
consider over-reliance on voluntary services in important fields as con-
trasted with trained paid service. Commercialized recreation has made 
little headway in Plain City. 
4-Due to the close relationshiJ) between many of the organizations 
of the village and the L. D. S. Church, there is strong stability and perma-
nence among them. In this they differ from many other American rural 
villages where the birth rate and death rate of organizations is extremely 
high. Among the advantages of permanence are: (a) Stabilized financial 
support, (b) long view programs, and (c) opportunity for prepared lead-
ership. Some ,of the dangers are : (a) Fixity in organization, ( b) dis-
couragement of initiative, (c) unbalanced development, and (d) easy 
settling into ruts. 
5-Renewed interest in group organizations during the past three 
decades suggests the need of central guidance. · The quality and social 
usefulness of new organizations which have come into being during the 
past decade is distinctly inferior to those coming earlier. Effort is going 
to waste. In view of the community's great needs some form of com-
munity improvement association or a community council might influence 
the trend by bringing about a harnessing of a greater portion of leisure 
time for constructive purposes. 
6-A large proportion of Plain City's community organizations have 
had their inception outside rather than within, the village. Less than 
40 per cent have arisen from within. 
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7-Plain City's population (806) gives her important basic advan-
tages. The fact that the great majority of her community organizations 
are village-wide in size makes possible healthy well-functioning communal 
activities. 
8-It is the unusual event, such as Home-coming Day, the 4th or the 
24th of July celebration, the missionary farewell, etc., which attracts the 
largest attendance at Plain City. The organized agencies with regular 
programs vary from the Primary up in the third quartile bracket to the 
Sacrament meeting which is at the bottom of the lowest quartile bracket. 
The average attendance at all functions (during six months) was 23.9 
per cent. 
9·-Attendance at voluntary services according to type of function 
shows that percentage of attendance declines from civic to recreational, 
to educational, to religious, and to vocational gatherings. 
10-Attendance at functions is higher during winter and spring and 
lower during summer and autumn. The high month for this study is 
February and the low month July. Sacrament meetings, with the lowest 
average attendance, also have the least seasonal variation . . Primary meet-
ings, with the highest attendance of any established organization, have the 
greatest seasonal variation. There is considetable variatioJ)., but a tend-
ency is apparent towards stable attendance at Sunday School, Relief So-
ciety, picture-shows, and dances. 
II-Comparison of groups studied shows the f.ollowing percentages 
of attendance: Edge-of-town, 30.6; village-farm, 24.9; non-farm, 21.7; 
and farm-dweller, 16.3. In the main, the same relative position is held 
by the fathers, the mothers, the young people, and the children. There 
are prop·ortionately more non-participators among farm dwellers and non-
farmers than among edge-of-town and village-farm people. There is also 
a smaller proportion of active participators among the two groups first 
named than among the two village-farm groups. 
12-It is in y.outh and childhood that participation in local com-
munity affairs is highest. 
13-Age comparisons of attendance by groups indicate that farm 
dwellers lag behind regularly until middle life. Throughout the life span 
the edge-of-town group is most active in the largest number of years, 
the village-farm ranks second, the non-farm third, and the farm-dweller 
group fourth. Conversely, farm dwellers occupy the lowest position most 
frequently, the non-farm group next most frequently, the village-farm 
group next to; tl,l~ least frequently, and the edge portion least frequently . 
. ~ '!' . 
14-Farm dwellers, although released during winter from the confin-
ing work of summer, make less effort to improve attendance during the 
winter months than do edge-of-town, village-farm, or non-farm groups. 
This does not hold true for Primary meetings, but it does hold for such 
offerings as Sacrament meetings, Sunday Schools, and picture-shows. 
15-Based on distance from community centers, average individual 
attendance varies little for the first nine blocks (about %, mile). Here 
a low marginal area: develops, due probably in part to a change from 
walking to automobile travel. From the 12th to 21st blocks, inclusive, 
a relatively high average is again maintained, the 12th and the 15th 
blocks reaching the highest average in the village. From the 22d to the 
27th blocks, inclusive, another low-marginal participation area is found , 
which is a sort of "no-man's land" between communities. 
16-The fact that a slightly higher average participation is found 
between the 12th and 21st blocks, inclusive, than between the 1st and 
9th blocks, inclusive, from community centers may be partly explained 
. from two angles: (a) Most of the 92 non-Mormons (over 6 years old) 
live in blocks 1 to 10, inclusive, from the centers, and since the majority 
of voluntary offerings are by Mormon organizations this factor undoubt-
edly has bearing; (b) over-social stimulati-on may easily develop near 
the centers. 
42 UTAH EXPERIMENT STATION BULLETIN No. 269 
17-Non-participation increases with distance. A computation of "r," 
on a basis of increasing distance in relation to percentage of non-partici-
pation, shows a correlation index of + 0.74 for blocks 1 to 11, inclusive 
(walking distance), and of + 0.83 for blocks 11 to 25, inclusive (auto-
mobile travel). 
18- Positive correlationship between participation and density of 
population is not high in Plain City, although it is sufficiently high to 
warrant recognizing it as an influence of strength. Increasing participa-
tion follows increasing density to the extent that "r" is slightly over 
+ 0.50 in attendance at Sunday School, Primary, Relief Society, Priest-
hood meetings, and funerals. It is only slightly under + 0.50 in attend-
ance ·at Y. M. M. 1. A., Y. W . M. 1. A., and at picture-shows. For the 
entire 13 functions, "r" averages + 0.42; for the six non-church func-
tions the average is + 0.33. 
19-Education furthers participation in community functions at Plain 
City. However, college-trained people attend a little less regularly than 
do high school trained people. Both, however, participate more than do 
people with less education. Participation declines from those who have 
finished high school to those with some high school training, to those 
with some college training to those who have finished college, to those 
who have had less than eight grades to those who have finished eight 
grades, this group being the least active participators in the village. 
CONCLUSION 
INQUIRY No.2: Under present conditions what use is made of local 
community agencies by the people of Plain City and by farm and non-
farm groups within the village? 
Answer. 
1-Concerning the Use Made of Local Agencies by the People as a 
Whole: 
The summary may be consulted. 
2-Concerning the Comparative Uses Made by Farm Dwellers, Village 
Farmers, Edge-of-town Farmers, and Non-farmers: 
Edge-of-town farm families use the village agencies more than 
any other group. Village farm people ' stand second, non-farm folk 
third, and farm dwellers use them least. The margin of difference 
between farm dwellers and edge-of-town families is measured by 
an 87.7 per cent increase of the latter over the former. Village-
farm families exceed farm dwellers by 52.7 per cent and non-farm 
families exceed them by a 33.1 per cent margin. In housing facili-
ties, it was found that non-farm · people were least well-housed. 
In use of local community agencies they move up past the farm-
dweller group. In Part IV of this study an attempt will be made 
to determine how successful farm dwellers are in making up this 
deficiency by a greater use of community services in other towns. 
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PART IV-USE OF SEMI-LOCAL AND OUTSIDE 
COMMUNITY AGENCIES 
INQumy No. S:-What are the present conditions in the village 
and what are the comparative differences in conditions between farm 
dwellers, village farmers, edge-of-town farmers, and non-farmers 
with respect to use made of semi-local community, outside com-
munity, and non-community offerings in neighboring towns, cities, 
and other areas? 14 
43 
NOTE: Data covering use of semi-local community, outside community, 
and non-community agencies were obtained for the months of 
August and October 1933 and January 1934. The information 
was also obtained from sample families. The number of families 
supplying information in comparison with the total number of 
families in the community by groups is shown below : 
Group Total No. Families in 
Community 
Farm dweller · .. ..... ···.···-1 . 68 
70 Village-farmer --------------1 
Edge-of-town _____ ____ _____ _ _ 15 
Non-farm ____ _____ __ . ___ __ ____ _ 34 
No. Families Supplying 
Information for 
Aug. 1933 \ Oct. 1933 IJan. 1934 
15 
21 
10 
19 
I 1 5 1 
22 
10 
17 
23 
21 
8 
21 
Information on local community participation, it will be recalled, in-
cluded the entire population 6 years and over and was obtained for six 
separate months between 1927 and 1929. 
If the local community may be assumed to be the basic unit of group 
endeavor, other units may, nevertheless, be of great importance. Larger 
semi-local agencies requiring the resources of greater areas sometimes 
come into being as a result of significant unsatisfied needs which the local 
institutions cannot provide. Likewise, service agencies belonging to 
other towns as well as large non-community agencies are used in a supple-
mentary way to round out planes of living which include the many-sided 
requirements of physical, mental, and cultural living of present-day 
civilization. Our first task will be to ascertain the extent to which the 
semi-local and outside community agencies and large non-community 
agencies are used and then to compare these data with the use of local 
agencies. In making this comparison , three types of local people will be 
kept in mind: (1) The average person of the village, (2) the average 
person of each of the four important groups that are basic to this study, 
and (3) the specific family member of the four groups, i. e., the father, 
the mother, the young people (14 and over), and the children (6-13, in-
14 F or definitions of semi-local community, outside community, and non-community functions, 
see page 4. 
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elusive). These three averages are necessary: The first to compare Plain 
City with other villages, the second to compare the four groups with each 
other, and the third to compare the specific family members with each 
other. 
EXTENT OF USE OF SEMI-LOCAL AGENCIES 
During three months 68 Plain City families amassed a total of 2536 
hours in attendance at semi-local functions, or an average of 12.4 hours 
a month per family. Twenty different types of offerings were made use 
of during this time. The functions which involved a total of more than 
100 hours' use were: F 'arm Bureau Day, 1390.5; baseball, 364; North 
Weber Stake Quarterly Conference, 268; and basket ball, 211. Semi-local 
offerings involving less than 100 hours' use were: Sunday-school con-
ven tion, 48; Temple Work, 47.5; Scout meetings, 47; Stake Priesthood 
meeting, 40.5; M. 1. A. Convention, 32; Farm Bureau meeting, 18; sugar-
beet meeting, 17; Stake Relief ISociety convention, 16; .stake Primary 
convention, 14; tomato-canning meeting, 10; Bishop's meeting, 4; water 
meeting (Ogden), 2; Produce and L.oan meeting (Ogden), 2; Stake Gene-
alogical meeting, 2; Assessors' meeting, 1. 5; and volley ball, 1. 
Total individual hours given to the various semi-local functions by 
the 68 families may be regarded as a general criterion of relative im-
portance. Figure 15 indicates the ascending consideration given to spe-
cific items from volley ball (with 1 spectator for 1 hour) to Farm Bureau 
Day (with 1390.5 hours of individual participation). 
HO RS 
FUNCTIONS 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 
FARM BUREAU DAY 
BASEBALL 
NORTH WEBER STAKE CONFERENCE 
BASKET BAll 
-SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVEN TION : TEMPLE WORK 
SCOUT MEETINGS : STAK E PRIESTHOOD MEETINGS 
M .I. A . CON VENTION • FARM BUREAU MEETING • 
SUGAR- BEET ME ET I NG • 
STAKE RELIEF SOCIETY CONVENT ION. 
STAKE PRIMARY CON VEN T ION 
TOMATO CA NNING MEETING 
BISHOP'S M EET I NG 
WATER M EE TIN G (OGDE N) 
PRODUCE" lOAN MEETING \PGDEN) 
STAKE GENEOlOGICAl MEETING 
A SSE SSORS MEET ING ,. 
VOllEY BAll 
Flg.l5-Total numbe r of hou r s d evote d t o e a ch typ~ ,'of s emi-local function 
b y th e p eopl e o f Plain City, Uta h. 
A more adequate understanding of the comparative importance of the 
semi-local agencies to the people of the village. may be obtained by re-
ducing their ,use to a monthly basis with the individual as the unit. 
Table 2.2 gives data for all semi-local functions. 
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Table ~2--Average number of hours' attendance per month at semi-local 
functions, according to groups, according to family members 
and for the village, August and October 1933 and 
January 1934, Plain City, Utah. 
Average No. Hours per Month 
Group 
Farm-dweller ~ .. -------
Village-farmer 
--- ._---
Edge-of-town 
----------
Non-farm 
-- ---------.----
Village as a WhOle __ 1 
Entire 
Group 
2.70 
3.30 
4.48 
2.31 
3.01 
3.22 2.32 
3.16 3.20 
7.13 2.82 
2.31 I 1.79 
3.49 2.51 
A number of significant facts may be noted: 
3.06 
3.72 
4.24 
4.54 
3.67 
Children 
2.15 
2.86 
3.56 
1.67 
2.27 
I-All three of the farm groups make more use of semi-local agencies 
than does the non-farm group. 
2-The farm dweller uses semi-local agencies with much the same 
consideration he gives to local agencies. He is surpassed by both 
village-farm groups but in turn leads non-farmers. 
3--The young people are the most active in the semi-local field, al-
though fathers are only slightly less active. As between the indi-
vidual family members of the different groups, it is the father of 
the edge-of-town group and the young person of the non-farm 
group who are the most extensive users of semi-local 'agencies in 
the village. The non-farm mothers and the non-farm child use 
semi-local agencies less than any others in the village. Someone 
must stay at home; the mother and the children in this group 
do this. 
4-The mother in the village-farm group and the child in the edge-of-
town group use semi-local agencies more than any other women 
or any other children in the community. Table 22 indicates quite 
clearly that the village encourages mobility for farm women and 
children. 
5-The high p·oint of use of semi-local functions among young people 
is found in the non-farm group, which averages 4.54 hours a 
month, or a little over an hour a week. The low point is amo·ng 
farm-dweller young people who average 3.06 hours a month, or 
about 45 minutes a week. The high point among children is foupd 
in the edge-of-town group, where an average of 3.6 hours a month, 
or about 54 minutes a week, obtains. The low point is with non-
farm children, who sustain an average of 1.67 hours a month . 
6-The average villager spends 42 minutes a week at semi-local gath-
erings . . The groups differ somewhat: The farm dweller (with 38 
minutes) is below the village average of 42 minutes; the village 
farmer is .a little above it (46 minutes); the edge-of-town resident 
is considerably above it (62 minutes); the non-farmer falls lowest, 
with 32 minutes. 
7-Non-farm fathers, mothers, and children occupy the low position 
in their respective classes in the semi-local field . This is in sharp 
contrast to non-farm young people who occupy high position. 
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8-For each 12 trips to semi-local functions it may be said that the 
father goes a little more than ' three times, the young person a 
little less than four times, while the mother and the children go 
somewhat more than twice each. 
EXTENT OF USE OF OUTSIDE COMMUNITY AGENCIES 
During the same three months (August and October 1933 and January 
1934), the same 68 families used 5080 hours in attendance at 16 types 
of functions which were provided by agencies belonging to and operating 
in other villages, towns, or cities. The average time spent by each family 
was 74.6 hours per month, which is slightly more than six times the 
amount spent at semi-local offerings. 
The type of outside community functions attended and the total time 
devoted to each are indicated in Figure 16. 
FUNCTIONS 400 800 1200 
HOURS 
1600 2000 <!<IOO 2800 
MOVIES 
DANCES 
STOCK SHOW 
=-FUNERAL WORLDS FAIR : CHURCH 
PARTY 
WEDDI NG 
FiGHT 
LIBRARY 
VISIT TO LOCAL COUNTY SCHOOL 
M ISS IONARY RECEPTION 
BUSINESS MEETING 
4-H CLUB 
CLUB 
TABERN ACLE RECITAL 
Flg.l6---Total number of hours devoted t o each typ-e of outside community 
function during August and October 1933 and January 1934, by the 
people of Plain City. Utah. 
Movies and dances judged by use were the most important items. The 
dance will be discussed separately before totals are considered. A sep-
arate check was made of the attendance of the entire community at White 
City Dancehall during July 1932. White City is a public dancehall in 
Ogden. It is equipped for both open-air and indoor dancing and has one 
of the largest dancing floors in America. Table 23 gives the attendance 
of Plain City folk at White City during the month of observation. 
During July 1932 , 14 dances were held at White City. Sixty-three 
Plain City young people attended 141 dances, whi-ch is an a verage of 2.2 
dances per individual attending. This represents a participating group 
for the month of nearly one-third ( 30.4 % ) of the young 'people of the 
village. Nearly half (31) of those attending went to one dance only. 
Over-indulgence, however, is evident. Table 24 gives the number of 
dances attended and the age of the dancers (boys and girls). 
The age of participation is some indication of the danger involved, 
particularly in the absence of companionship participation of parents. 
Of the six farm-dweller girls who danced at White City during July, 
one was 23 years old, one 18, two 17 , one 16, and one 14. In the village-
farm group, 12 girls attended dances; of these one was 27, one 23, one 
20, three 19, one 18, two 17, two 16, and one 15. Among the edge-of-
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Table 23-Plain City people at White City by farm and non-farm groups 
(July 1932) 1 
No. White 
No. Total No. City Dances Percentage 
No. Attending White City Attended fer of Group 
GROUP in White Dances Individua by Attending 
Group City Attended Those White City 
Dances A ttending Dances 
Farm-dweller : 
Boys 
---.-_ ........ --'"'. 58 17 44 2.6 29 .3 
Girls 
-- -.. ---- ------
47 6 13 2.2 12.8 
Total 
----------
105 23 57 2.5 21.9 
Village-farm : 
Boys ...... _-- ........ .. ...... 32 13 28 2.2 40.6 
Girls ...... -...... _- ... ---- 33 12 29 2.4 36.4 
Total ___ _______ / 65 I 25 57 I 2.3 38.5 Edge-of-town: I Boys ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~ ::~: I 9 I 5 8 1.6 55.6 Girls 11 7 8 1.1 63 .6 
Total 
--------1 20 12 16 1.3 60.0 
Non-farm: 
Boys ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~ ~j 9 1 5 5 11.1 Girls 9 2 6 3 22 .2 
Total 
.. .. _-------
18 3 11 3.7 16.7 
TOTAL FOR 
VILLAGE: 
Boys 
--------------
108 36 85 2.4 33.3 
Girls --- -_ .. _ ... _-- -.... 100 27 56 2.1 27.0 
Total 
----------/ 208 I 63 
141 I 2.2 I 30.4 
1 Three married men and one married woman attended a total of SiX dances dUring the 
month. 
town girls attending, one was 21, one 20, one 18, one 15, and three 14. 
In the non-farm group no young girls attended. Average ages for each 
group were: Farm-dweller boys 19.9; girls, 17.5; village-farm boys, 20.1; 
girls, 18.8; edge-of-town boys, 22; girls, 16.6; and non-farm boys, 23; 
girls, 19. 
The relationship of age to number of dances attended is also sug-
gestive. 'One Plain City girl of 17 attended seven White City dances 
during the month; another of 16 went three times, still another of 15 
went twice, and four who were 14 only, went once. 
In comparing the groups it is observed that: 
I-The proportion of farm-dweller young people who attended dances 
at White City is smaller than that among village-farm or edge-of-town 
young people. Respective percentages are 21.9, 38.5, and 60. Edge-of-
town young people thus lead in going out of the village to dances. 
2-While a larger proportion of the edge-of-town young people at-
tended dances during the month at White City than for any other group, 
they did not go as many times as the others. For those who went to 
White City, an average of 1.3 attendances per individual is decidedly less 
than 3.7 for non-farm, 2.3 for village-farm, and 2.5 for farm-dweller 
young people. Moderation in the use of out-of-town public dancehalls 
is indicated among edge-of-town dancers in spite of the large proportion 
of the group attending. 
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3--Parents fro m 
non e of the f 0 u r 
groups participated to 
any extent with the 
young people either by 
way of chaperonage or 
in comradely enjoy-
ment. · One mot her 
from the village-farm 
group attended 0 n e 
dan c e during the 
month and two fathers 
from the same group 
managed three dances 
between them. The 
only other group that 
w.as represented at all 
was the non-farm 
which supplied a wid-
ower at one dance. 
4-Farm life as the 
preserver of the na-
tional culture resists 
man y innovations 
w h i c h are accepted 
readily by the cities. It 
is of interest to note 
that in addition to the 
f.act that the total for 
both boys and girls is 
I e s s for the far m 
dwellers than for any 
of the other far m 
groups, the proportion 
of g i r I s is m u c h 
smaller than the pro-
portion of boys as well 
as being smaller than 
that of any other farm 
group, boys or girls. In 
edge-of-town and non-
farm groups the girls 
attended in I a r g e r 
numbers proportion-
ately than the boys. 
5- The non - farm 
group sent no very 
young boys or girls to 
this city dancehall dur-
ing the month. The 
proportion of boys and 
girls combined is less 
than for any other 
group. 
While d,ancing is 
probably more popular 
during July than in 
some other months, it 
is obvious that Plain 
City's stake in the task 
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of maintaining f.avorable conditions at White City is considerable. Dangers 
multiply in excessive use. The improvement of conditions in the public 
dance halls of Utah is undoubtedly one of the important social problems 
of the state today. 
(For a further discussion of choice of outside community functions, 
see pages 61-65, inclusive.) 
The importance of outside agencies to Plain City can be seen to better 
advantage in a study of the total use made of them. Table 25 and Figure 
18 give these data for the average citizen of the village, for the average 
member of the group, and for the individual family member of each 
group. 
Table 25--A verage number of hours' attendance per month at outside 
community functions, according to groups and for the village, 
Plain City, Utah. 
GROUP 
Farm-dweller ........... . 
Village-farm 
Edge!.of-town-farm .. 
Non-farm .......... _._._ .. . 
I 
Avg. 
Member 
of Group 
7.02 
5.49 
5.68 
4.62 
5.74 
I Father 
5.24 
3.79 
2.85 
5.36 
4.45 
Home-
maker 
4.19 
3.21 
1.54 
4.82 
3.69 
son (over Children 
I 
Young per-I 
13 years) (6-13, inc!.) 
12.90 
10.24 
13.68 
8.37 
11.41 
2.40 
2.44 
1.28 
2.17 
2.23 
Apparently the demand for change, for new experience as well as 
for adventure, insofar as it is indicated by seeking institutionalized c·on-
tacts in these towns, is strongest among the young people of tJ1e com-
GROUPS I 2 
FARM DWELLER 
VILLAGE FARMER 
EDGE-OF-TOWN 
NON-FARMER 
VILLAGE 
HOURS 
3 4 5 6 7 
munity. They spend 
more time per indi-
vidual at functions 
in other towns than 
do all the rest of 
the f ami I y com-
bined. This is true 
for the village as a 
whole as well as for 
each group in the 
village, except for 
FIg. 17-Average number of hours per month at out- the non-farm group 
side community functions during August and Oc- where the tot al 
i¥t~~ 1933 and January 1934 by groups, Plain City, time spent by the 
you n g person, al-
though more than by any other, is less than the others combined. Chil-
dren remain in the home town most. Mothers travel but little more than 
the children. Fathers contact the agencies of other towns more frequently 
than any member of the famiiy, except the young people. The farm-
dweller group averages more hours at offerings provided by the agencies 
of other towns than do any of the village groups. The non-farm average 
is least. The edge-of-town mother and the edge-of-town child cling to 
the village most strongly. Those who travel least in comparison with 
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the family group to which they belong are the edge-of-town child, mother 
and father, and the non-farm young people. Those who travel most arE' 
the edge-of-town young person, the non-farm father, the non-farm mother, 
and the village-farm child. 
USE OF LARGE NON-COMMUNITY AGENCIES 
Non-community service agencies are outside the legitimate scope of 
this study, but in view of the close resemblance of many of these serv-
ices to community services and in view, also, of the growing importance 
of many non-community, particularly county, public services a brief 
account of them is included. 
Technological advance has been so universal that practically every 
field of living . has been profoundly altered. Small and large units alike 
have had their share of attention, as have non-community as well as 
community institutions. 
Fortunately, more and more the large non-community units are being 
employed to alter environmental conditions, particularly those which 
transcend community boundaries but which, nevertheless, may greatly 
aid the community in achieving its purposes. The Forestry Service, for 
instance, representing the federal government, involves administrative 
control over national parks and mountain reserves. The community is not 
an intermediate unit of administration, and yet a community may find its 
recreational program favorably influenced by a policy of the Forestry 
Service by which mountains are made great outdoor playgrounds. 
The total number of hours devoted to non-community functions by the 
78 families during the same 'Period of time, the semi-local, and outside 
agencies were under observation (during August and October 1933 and 
January 1934) were: School attendance (local school excluded), 10,308.7; 
mountain canyons, 3,103; Yellowstone National Park, 1,716; hunting, 
375; Weber Central Dairy Day, 211; school dances (local school dances 
excluded) , 138; football games, 126; family reunions, 45; Board of 
Education meetings (county), 42; L.D.S. General Conference, 40; Utah 
Educational Association Meetings, 36; high school parties, 31; meetings_ 
of Daughters of Pioneers (outside Plain City), 18; high school shows, 15; 
school visiting (outside of Plain City), 13; Dairy meetings (in Ogden), 
10; Extension classes (in Ogden), 3; and C. W. A. meetings, 2. This 
makes a total person-hours' use of 16,232.7, which is considerably more 
than the total person-hours' use of outside community agencies (5080 
hours). However, if the use of non-community schools (high schools and 
colleges for Plain City) be excluded, the total is about the same. 
The only type of community agency which involves a greater total 
is the local community. The division of this total time (16,232.7 hours) 
among the different types of functions used is shown in Figure 18. 
H a single comparison were available of the four groups with which 
this study has concerned itself, the relative use of non-community agen-
cies would perhaps be the one to choose, for it is less weighted with 
influences connected with local conditions. Table 26 and Figure 19 provide 
data for this comparison. 
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HOURS 
FUNCTIONS 1000 2CXlO .3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000 9000 10000 
SCHOOL 
MOUNTAIN CANYONS 
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 
HUNTING :-FOOT'BALL GAMES 
FAMILY REUNION 
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
L. D. S. GENERAL CONFERENCE 
UTAH EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION MEE 
HIGH SCHOOL PARTY 
DAUGHTER OF PIONEERS MEETING 
HIGH SCHOOL SHOWS 
SCHOOL VISITING 
DAIRY MEETING 
EXTENSION CLASS 
C.W.A. MEETING . 
Fig.I8-Total number of h ours p er month d evoted to each type of non-com-
munity function during August and October 1933 and January 1934 
by the people o,f Plain City. Utah. 
Table 26--Average number of hours' attendance per month at large non-
community functions, according to groups and for the 
village, Plain City, Utah. 
GROUP 
1 
Avg. 1 I Home-Member Father maker 
of Group I 
Young per- I . 
sons (over Chll~ren 
13 years) (6-13, mcl.) 
Farm-dweller - --.------ .. - 16.77 6.30 3.34 \ 52.58 I 6.80 Village-farm 
----------- .. 13.03 2.88 5.63 
1 
44.47 
1 
6.77 
E.dge-of-town-farm 
--
18.69 8.89 1.07 66.33 0.66 
Non-farm 
------------------
7.06 3.60 2.86 26.18 6.85 
VI~r:O?E A~_~ _____ I 13.771 4. 76 1 3.61 1 50.13 6.28 
HOURS 
GROUPS 4 8 12 16 
FARM-DWELLER 
VILLAGE-FARM 
EDGE -OF-TOWN 
NON-FARM 
VILLAGE 
Fig.I9-Average number of hours p er month at non-community functions by 
groups. Plain City. Utah. 
In use of non-community agencies, it may be noted that: 
I-The average edge-of-town person is the most active. However, 
activity in this group is confined largely to the father and the young 
person, for the mother and the child are the least active of any members 
of these respective classes. 
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2-The village-farm father appears to have little time for non-com-
munity agencies. Apparently he has to spend so much time traveling back 
and forth between his home and his one or more small farms which are 
likely to be separated that he has little time to spare. His wife, who is 
separated from the farm both by distance and by social environment, has 
more time than other village women. The village-farm young people 
seem to follow the father rather than the mother in the relative position 
they hold in use of non-community agencies. 
3-The farm-dweller family makes the most consistent showing of 
any group in the community in the non-community field. There is a bet-
ter balance between the family members and a better all-around showing 
with this group. 
4-The non-farm family, as elsewhere in this study, falls below the 
other groups at most points. 
Additional comparative data dealing with non-community agencies 
may be found in the following sections. 
EXTENT OF USE OF LOOAL, SEMI-LOCAL, OUTSIDE, AND NON-
COMMUNITY AGENCIES SEPARATELY AND COMBINED 
It is feasible now to get a bird's-eye view of the functional place of 
the local, semi-local, outside community, and non-community agencies in 
the practical day-to-day community living of the people of Plain City. 
Table 27 gives this information for the village as' a whole. Data are 
given separately for schools where attendance is compulsory and for all 
other agency offerings. 
Table 27-Total number of hours a week devoted to local community, 
semi-local community, outside community, and non-community 
offerings by all people (over 6 years), 
Plain City, Utah 
No. Hours No. Hours 
Agency at Voluntary No. Hours Voluntary 
Functions at School and School Combined 
Community : I 
Local 
._---------- ---- --
,1,405.09 4,892.89 6,297.9 8 
Semi-local 
-----_ .. _-- 494.71 
--- .. ------
494.71 
Outside 
-------- --- ---
942.87 --_ ... --- .. _- 942 .87 
Total 
--- ----- --
2, 842.67 4,892.89 7,735.56 
Non-communIty _____ ___ 1 1,247.20 1,014.75 2,261.95 
GRAND TOTAL ........ 1 4,089.87 5,907.64 9,997.51 
The relative importance of the t h ree types of community services in 
terms of total use to the village as a whole is shown on the cover cut. 
Local agencies accumulate a t otal of more than twelve times as much 
time as semi-local, w.hile the outside community total is nearly twice as 
la r ge as that of the semi-local. The local agencies command mor e than 
four times as much u se as the 'other two types of agencies combined . If 
school ( compulsory ) attendance is eliminated and participation in fun c-
tions of choice only are considered, the total for the local functions 
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is still nearly three times that of the semi-local and approximately 50 per 
cent greater than the total for outside community agencies. The con-
siderable use made of the more highly developed agencies of the city of 
Ogden illustrates the importance to rural areas of nearby cities. As 
pointed out on page 46, however, commercialized amusements absorb 
a large part of the total hours devoted to outside community agencies, 
so that available cultural advantages are being used only to a limited 
extent. 
N on-comm unity agencies absorb almost exactly one-third (33.4 % ) as 
much time as the oommunity gives to the three classes of community 
agencies and approximately two-fifths (41.3 % ) as much time as is de-
voted to local functions. Thus, the importance of the centralizing ten-
dencies of present-day living are definitely in evidence. The federal gov-
ernment, for instance, is no longer far away; it touches the doorstep of 
every home many dmes daily. 
The dominant place which the local community still holds in com-
parison with other types of community and non-community forms of or-
ganized services is unmis~akablY evident. The two forms of c-ollective 
services which appear to be weathering most successfully the storms of 
an era swept by incessant change are the local community and the non-
community. This does not mean that the other two forms, outside or 
other community and semi-local types , could not or may not in the 
future become increasingly important. As a matter of fact, outside-
community functions are of considerable importance to Plain City now 
and could be made to be relatively much more important i f." Ogden City 
should develop a consistent policy of integrating surrounding areas in 
place of her present policy of aloofness. Again the semi-local form of 
development used most by the L . D. S. Church might conceivably have 
a more satisfactory development than it has had if the local community 
units were as well organized as are the L. D. S. ward organizations. Only 
when the local unit is effectively organized and effectively led does the 
semi-local form of organization succeed well. 
It appears obvious that there is greater opportunity in Plain City for 
experience in leadership than is now being made use of. In every field 
there is opportunity for growth. Here collective organized effort is not 
large, but its organization, its management, and its control in the light 
of possibilities for improved community living are sufficiently promising 
to challenge the vision of youth, the judgment of maturity, and the under-
standing of age. 
A more satisfactory conception of the place which these four im-
portant types of services occupy in the lives of the people -of the village 
may be obtained by observing the extent to which the average citizen 
of the village, the average member of each group, and the average 
family member of each group use them. 
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Table 28-Extent of use in hQurs per month of local community, semi~ 
local community, and non-community agencies by individual 
family members of the average villager (school 
included), Plain City, Utah. 
II Fathe r II 
Horn e-
II 
Young 
I 
make r P erson 
Agency 
HI's. I % \ H I's. I % II H I'S. I % 
II II I Comt~~~~t~_~ ___ ___ ---'I 470
1 
37. 2 5.801 48.3 1 32." 1 68.5 S e m i -local __ 1\ 3.4 9 27 _6 2.51 2 0. 91 3.69 7.7 
'Outside ______ __ , 4.45 35.2 3.69 1 30.81 11.41 23. 8 
T otal 
---- --- 11 1 2.64 1 1 00.0 1 2.001 100.011 47.951 1 00.0 
NOn-COJll'llll1uity II 4.76 \ 
------
3. 61 \ ____ __ 11 50.111 .. ----
I I 
GRAND TOTAL II 17.401 1 5.611 II 98. 061 
LOCAL COMMUNITY 
SEMI-LOCAL ." 
OUTSIDE 
NON-COMMUNITY 
Fig.20--Relative i mport a n ce of local co·mmunity. s emi-
l ocal community . outsid e community. a nd non-co·m-
munity f unc ti ons t o th e p e ople of P l ai n City. as 
indi cated by th e ave r age h o u rs p e r individua l d e -
vo t ed t o ea ch . 
Child 
IIA v g . Ci tize n 
o f Village 
H I'S. I % II HI'S. I % 
96.,1  ..... 1 110.471 81.4 
2.27 2.0 I 3.01 1 6.4 2. 23 1 1.91 5.7 4 12.2 
11 4_971 100.011 47.0 91 100.0 
6.28 \ 
------11 13.771 ------I 
1 21.251 II 60.86 1 
Table 28 gives 
data for the average 
family member of 
the village and for 
the average villager. 
Figure 20 s how s 
graphically the av-
erage villager's use 
of the four types of 
functions. 
The a v era g e 
Plain City citizen 
spends 38.3 hours 
per month at local 
offerings. More than 
four-fifths (81.4 % ) 
of the time which he gives to all three types of services goes to local 
functions; semi-local and outside community agencies divide the remain-
ing 18.6 per cent between them in the ratio of 6 to 12, respectively. Non-
community offerings take somewhat more time than outside community 
and se'mi-Iocal community functions combined, with only about one-third, 
however, as much as the local corqmunity consumes. There is wide varia-
tion within the family of the average villager. The young people and- the 
children, spend much more time at local agencies than at semi-local and 
outside community agencies combined, but the young people devote even 
m.ore time to non-community than to local community offerings. The 
father divides his time fairly evenly between all four types. The mother, 
like her children, favors local institutions. Semi-local agencies are used 
less but more evenly by all family members than the other two classes of 
organizations. 
Attendance at all four forms of offerings (local, semi-local, outside, 
and non-community combined) shows totals per month for the average 
member of the four groups, schools included (Table 29 and Figure 21), 
to be as follows: Farm-dweller member, 64.4 hours; village-farmer mem-
ber, 62.2 hours; edge-of-town member, 67.66 hours; and non-farm mem-
ber, 49 hours. The edge-of-town group is well above the average of 62 
hours. The farm dweller is slightly above it, the village farmer is slightly 
below it, and the non-farmer is considerably below it. 
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Table 29-Number of hours' use (per month) of local community, semi-
local community, outside community, and non-community agencies 
by the average member of each group, Plain City, Utah. 
Agencies 
Community: 
Local 
-----------_ .. _--
Semi-local 
--------
Outside 
--------------
Total 
········1 
Non-community ........... I 
GRAND TOTAL ... ..... I 
Farm 
Dweller 
37.93 
2.70 
7.02 
47.65 
16.77 
64.42 
60 r--------,L.j 
50 
30 
20 
10 
No. Hours per Month 
Village Edge-of-
Farmer town 
Non-
farmer 
40.38 
3.30 
5.49 
49.17 
13.Q3 
62.20 
38.81 
4.48 
5.68 
48.97 
18.69 
67.66 
OUTSIDE 
COMMUNITY 
SEMI-LOCAL 
COMMUNITY 
LOCAL 
COMMUNITY 
35.01 
2.31 
4.62 
41.94 
7.06 
49.00 
Fig. 21-Relative importance of local community, semi-local community, out-
side community, and non-community functions to the average member 
of the four groups, as indicated by the average hours per month 
d evoted to each type of function, Plain City, Utah. 
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Clearly, the 
village-farm fam-
ily is drawn to-
ward the local 
community 
w h i chit sup-
ports.' The farm 
dweller, on the 
other hand, 
m a k e s greater 
use of outside 
comm unity and 
non - community 
offerings. D i s-
tance and oppor-
tunity elsewhere 
lay a restraining 
hand on his par-
ticipation in local 
affairs, but he 
appears to have 
even m 0 r e lei-
sure tim e for 
other types of or-
ganized services. 
The magnet 
which pulls to-
ward the com-
munity loses its 
power with de-
creasing density 
of population, 
whereas the com-
petitive for c e s 
which draw away 
from the local 
community i n -
crease with dis-
tance. 
o b serva tion 
of the individual 
family member in 
his setting a s 
a member of the 
f 0 u r groups is 
more enlighten-
ing and nearer 
to actual living 
than to view him 
as an average family member for the village as a whole. Data for 
father and mother are shown in Table 30 and data for young person and 
Table 31-Number of hours' use (pel' month) of local community, semi-local conununity, outside community, and non-
community agencies by the average young person and child of each group, Plain City, Utah. 
-
II Average No. Hours a Month Perc en tage Time 
Family Agency I I Edge-of-I II I I Edge-of-I Member Farm Village town Non- Farm Village town Non-
Dweller Farmer Farmer farmer Dweller fi~armer Farmer farmer 
Community: I Local With schools _______________ . 34.26 29.95 35.41 
I 
32.61 68.2 68.2 66.4 71.6 
Young Without schools _____ _____ . 9.52 13.90 16.80 12.31 
People ,Semi-locaL ______________________ 3.06 3.72 4.24 4.54 6.1 8.6 8.0 10.0 Ou tside _____________________________ 12.90 10.24 13.68 8.37 25.7 23.2 25.6 I 18.4 
Total (with schools) ________ 50.22 
I 
43.91 II 53.33 I 45_52 100.0 I 100.0 I 100.0 I 100.0 Non-community ___________________ 
I I I 
With schools ________________ 52.58 44.47 I 66.33 I 26.18 Without schools ___________ 18.81 17.41 35.88 15.60 
GRAND TOTAL ____ __ 
\ \ 119.66 I -------- \ -------- I -------- I (With Schools) 102.80 88.38 71. 70 ...... _---
Community: 
Local 
With schools ___ ____ ___ __ ____ 104.65 115.59 123.20 106.94 95.8 95.6 96.2 96.5 
Withou t schools ___________ 7.79 13.24 14.34 11.24 
Children Semi-locaL _______________________ 2.15 2.86 3.56 1.67 2.0 2.4 2.8 1.5 Outside _____________________________ 2.40 2.44 1.28 2.17 2.2 2.0 1.0 2.0 
Total (with schools) __ 109.20 I 120.89 I 128.04 1110.78 100.0 I 100.0 I 100.0 I 100.0 
I I 
-------- \ -------- I -------- I Non-community ________ __ _________ 6.80 I 6.77 I .66 I 6.85 .. -------
GRAND TOTAL ______ 116.00 1127.66 1128.70 \117.63 ---- ---- I 
········1 ········1 -.. -.. _- --(With and without schools) I 
----
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CHILDREN 
MOTHERS 
FATHERS 
Fig.22-Relative importance of local community, semi-local community, out-
side community, and non-community functions to the father, mother, 
young person, and child of each group, as indicated by the average 
number of hours per month d evoted to each type of function by 
groups, Plain City, Utah. 
child in Table 31. Figure 22 indicates the participation activity of all 
family members. 
The farm-dweller father is partisan to non-community offerings, at 
which he spends nearly as much time as at both local and semi-local 
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activities. He likes to go to the canyon or to the national parks with 
his family; he likes to hunt and to attend football games, family re-
unions, general (L. D. S.) conferences, etc. The farm dweller is also 
partisan to outside community functions. As a user of the four types 
of agencies he rates next to the highest with non-community, next to the 
highest with outside, next to the highest with semi-local, and lowest with 
local agencies. 
The village-farm father, on the other hand, living close to community 
centers, favors local functions most and non-community functions least. 
Among fathers, he rates second highest in the former and lowest in the 
latter. 
The edge-of-town father still more strongly stresses local offerings. He 
stands head and shoulders ahead of all village fathers in local, semi-local, 
and non-community functions but is lower than any others in use of out-
side community attractions. When away, instead of spending his spare 
time in the city, he goes to the national parks, attends Stake church meet-
ings, goes to Farm Bureau Day, follows the basketball and baseball teams 
on the road, goes to scout meetings, hunts, etc. In addition to strong 
preferences for non-community agencies, he is without doubt the most 
regular and consistent adult male supporter of the home town. 
The non-farm father likes the nearby city. He leads all village fathers 
in the use of outside community agencies, but he is lowest in the use of 
semi-local and next to the lowest as a patronizer of non-community and 
local or·ganizations. 
The farm-dweller mother accumulates a total of 14.7 hours a month 
at the four types of community and non-community functions as against 
18.55 hours for the village-farm mother, 12.04 hours for the edge-of-
town mother, and 15.4 hours for the non-farm mother. 
Unlike her husband, the farm-dweller wife gives first place to local 
functions. She gives a considerable part of her leisure time to outside 
functions and more to non-community than to semi-local agencies. 
The village-farm mother has made good use of her favorable location 
in the village. In all-round interest and in balanced participation in public 
affairs, she occupies the position of leadership among women in the vil-
lage. By no means does she ignore large local responsibility, but she 
finds time for satisfactory semi-local and outside participation and more 
than others for non-community activity. 
Edge-of-town mothers pay scant heed to non-community or to outside 
community offerings, but they follow their .husbands in being the staunch-
est supporters of the local community and rate second in sustaining semi-
local activities. 
The non-farm woman makes a more favorable comparative showing 
than does her husband. In the four groups he ranked lowest as a partici-
pator; she places second. She is loyal to village functions, likes outside 
community offerings as does her husband, but pays little attention to 
semi-local or non-community matters. 
For the village as a whole, as well as for each of the farm and non-
farm groups, young people are far more active in community affairs than 
are their parents in all fields, except in semi-local where fathers lead by 
a small margin. (See Figure 23, and f.or activity according to age Fig-
ure 26.) The very strong position of the non-community group is due to 
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the influence of the county high school as a non-community agency. The 
leadership of the edge-of-town and the strong position of the farm-dweller 
young person is worthy of particular note. It is in outside and non-
community categories that the farm-dweller youth shows greater activity 
than the village-farm youth. The most vigorous supporters of the local 
community are the edge-of-town and the village-farm young people. The 
non-farm youth tends towards non-village interests. 
I 
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80 r---------------~' 
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LOCAL 
COMMUNITY 
Fig.23--Relative importance of local community, semi-local community, out-
side community, and non-community functions to the average family 
member, Plain City, Utah. 
For children, local community services so completely overshadow 
semi-local, outside, and non-community offerings that the last three may 
be regarded as having only supplementary value (Figure 22). More than 
95 per cent of the community time of children goes to local offerings 
at Plain City. With total hours per month for the average child running 
from 116 hours in the farm -d weller group to 128.7 hours in the edge-
of-town group, no family member, not even the young person, is able 
t.o compete with the child between 6 and 13 years, inclusive, in or-
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ganized activity. A comparison of the groups shows the following: 
Edge-of-town children use local agencies most; village-farm children 
come next, non-farm children are third, and farm-dweller children use 
them least. The same sequence holds in the use of all types of services 
combined. It is of interest to note that edge-of-town parents (whose 
children are most active) do not permit their children to attend outside 
community or non-community functions as much as do the other groups. 
USE OF COMMUNITY AND NON-OOMMUNITY AGENCIES, 
ACCORDING TO FIELDS OF LIVING 
Great lack of balance was encountered in the local community offer-
ings in the tabulation of fields of living. It becomes possible now to 
determine whether or not semi-local, outside, and non-community re-
sources are used by the people of the village as a means of overcoming 
shortages and of achieving all-round balance. 
The four important fields of living (Table 32 and Figure 24), which 
local initiative has organized in the local community so that some services 
are available are: (1) Educational, (2) recreational and social, (3) 
moral and religious, and (4) vocational. These also attract the people of 
Plain City when away from the home town. The demand, however, is 
largely for the first two-educational and recreational. 
Table 82r--Number ot hours' use per month by the average citizen of local, 
community, semi-local community, outside community, and non-com-
munityagencies, according to fields of living, Plain City, Utah. 
Field of Livin g 1 
Agency Voca tiona l ti on a l and Cultural Moral and Educa-I 
R ecrea- I I 
Social R elig iou s tional 
H r s. I % - H:;::::-r-'-s..:.... --;-I--'-o/.:==o---'I;-H:;::::-r-s-. -;---:0/.:::70 - H rs. I % I Hrs. I % 
Community: II 
~~~~: locaT-~~~~~~I\ .29 \ .8 2.84 7.4 -._ .. - 1 --_ ... 5.38 14.0 29.8 31 77.8 1.71 56. 8 . 68 22.6 \ 0:07 \ ------ .621 20.61 ------ 1 ---- --Outside ___ . __ __ __ __ .3 21 5.6 5.08 88.5 1. 2 .25 1 4.41 0.0 21 0.3 
II I \ I I I 
Tota l 
-.-.. --. ----lI 2.321 4. 9 8.601 1 8.3 1 0.07 1 0.1 6.25 1 13. 31 29.851 63.4 
II I 
6.63 \ 
I I 
.04\ 
------ \ 6.83 1 N Oll-community II .27 1 _.---- ·--·_·1 -- ·_ ··1 ------ ---_ .. 
II I 
15.23 \ 
------ 1 0.07 \ 6.2 91 ------ 1 36. 681 GRAND TOTA L II 2. 59 1 ------ ------ _.----II I ) 
1 Durmg t he penod of observation the peop le of P la m City devoted n o t ime to the t h ree 
fields of hving-government, home and family , and .health. Hence, these divisions have 
not been included in T able 32. 
It does not appear that the people of Plain City have become aware of 
the opportunity of achieving balance through a selection of offerings in 
Ogden City. The neglected fields continue to be neglected. The tilled 
fields are more intensively tilled. That three months should pass without 
a single evidence of participation in organized effort outside the local 
community in the field of health does not signify alertness in an import-
ant division of collective effort. That during this time no evidence' of 
concerted interest or effort to improve domestic or family life was found 
in outside comm unity participation indicates a lack of interest in a field 
sorely beset with changing, often unfavorable, conditions. That but little 
community effort , local or outside, wen t t o improve cultural conditions, 
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does not carry the assurance that there is no need for improvement. 
The effort made by the average member of the four groups to achieve 
balanced living through the four forms of community participation is 
shown in Table 33. 
HOURS A MONTH 
FIELDS OF LIVING 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 
VOCATIONAL 
-RECREATIONAL AND SOCIAL 
CULTURAL 
MORAL AND REliGIOUS 
--HOME 
VITAL AND HEALTH 
EDUCA T IONAL 
GOVERNMENT 
Fig. 24--Time expendi t ure at l ocal community, s e mi-local c o mmunity, outside 
community, a nd n on-community f unctions (combined) in designated 
fi elds of living, Plain City, Utah. 
Table 33-Number of hours' use per month by the average members of 
the four groups of local community, semi-local community, out-
side community, and non-community agencies (combined), 
according to fields of living, Plain City, Utah. 
GROUP 
Farm-dweller ............ . 
Village-farmer .......... . 
Edge-of-town-farmer ... 
Non-farmer .... ............. . . 
GRAND TOTAL ........ . 
I 
Field of Livingl II 
I Recre - I I R eli - I Total V oca- ational Cul- gious & Educa -t iona l & Social tu ral Moral cati on a l 
2.36 
2.91 
2.61 
2.49 
2.59 
16.10 
16.18 
15.78 
12.84 
15.23 
.24 
.09 
.07 
5.20 
6.40 
40.52 
36.71 
10.75 38.43 
5.95 1 27.72 
6 .29 36.68 
64.42 
62.20 
67.66 
49.00 
60.86 
1 D uring the period of observa t ion the people of Pla in City devoted n o time to t he t hree 
fi elds of living-government, home and family , a nd health. Hence, these divisions are 
not shown in Table 33. 
In this rating (average member of the four groups) , edge-of-town 
and village farmers show more interest in vocational improvement, while 
village-farmer and farm4iweller groups rank high in time devoted to 
social and recreational life. Cultural functions are of negligible import-
ance in all four groups. In moral and religious matters the edge-of-town 
resident stands well above all others, followed by the village farmer, the 
non-farmer, and finally by the farm-dweller. In educational activity the 
farm-dweller stands highest, the edge-of-town resident second , the village-
farmer third, and the non-farmer last. Education takes more of the 
average person's time than anything else. Recreation, enhanced by the 
Table 34-Nwllber of hours' use per month of local community, semi-local community, outside community, and non-
community agencies, combined, by the different family members of the four groups, according to fields of 
living, Plain City, Utah. 
GROUP 
Farm -Dweller II Village-Farmer /I Edge-of- town Farmer II Non-farmer Field of Living 
Father! Mother) Young I Chil- II Father! Mother/ Young I Chil. \\ Father! Mother! Young! Chil· 11 Father I Mother! Young! Chilo 
, People dren Peopl e dren People dren Peopl e dren 
I , 
3.67\ Vocational .......... _ .......... __ ................ 3.58 1.64 2.40 1.99 3.43 2.52 2.41 3.71 3.13 2.21 2.21 3.20 2.40 2.10 2.29 
Recreational ........ ........ ... ................ 10.87 7.94 26.89 12.00 7.46 10.26 28.86 12.89 11.78 3.64 34.34 6.02 9.37 8.02 28.53\12.08 
CuI tural ...... ............................ ......... .6.8 .03 
805! Religious and MoraL ........... ... _ .... 3.97 5.02 6.07 5.15 3.2 2 5.77 8.42 8.71 12.82j 6.08 12.78 10.6.2 3.21 5.28 7.57 
Educational: 
, , 
1 24.74 16.05 \102.35 /' 
I Local Community ... ............ ....... 96.86 18.61 108.86 20.30 95.70 
Non-community .................... _ ..... I .10 42.05 32.64 2.41 .11 51.69 
·1 
11.15 
Governmen L ............................. ....... .... . ... 
---- -- ... -
.. _- _ ... -
----
--_ ... 
----
._ .. -
-- -- ---- ---- ---- ----
Home and Family .......................... 
---- ----
--_ .. 
----
-.-. 
----
._.-
---_. 
---- ----
-... --_ .. 
.... ! ---- ----
Heal th ............... _ ........................... ... 
-- -- --.- .. -.- ---.. 
.._ .. -
---- ---- ----
___ a 
----
.. _ .. -
---... 
.... \ ...... -
----
18.42! 14.601 36.0,1 19.14 14.111 18.55! 39.69125.31 
I ! ! Total without Education .. .......... 30.1'! 12."!49.36! 19.84 14.98 15.40 40.25 21.93 T otal with Education .................. 18.42 14.70,102.831116.00 14.11118.55 88.38122.11 30.14 12.04119.66128.70 14.98115.40 71.70 117.63 
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Education again takes the preeminent position but is seen to apply 
largely to young people and to children. Fields of voluntary attendance 
which have any use at all tend to be used by all family members. Those 
favored most generally both by the fathers and mothers in order of use 
are: Recreation, religion, and vocation. The young people move down 
from a high point in use of educational offerings to a strong showing in 
recreation and from then down to religious improvement and finally to 
vocational betterment. Children with one exception move down from 
education to recreation, to religion, to vocation. Fathers make the best 
comparative showing in organized effort dealing with vocational life, 
although children are close competitors. In recreation, the young person 
is far out in front, followed in order by the child, the father (one excep-
tion), and the mother. There are two exceptions to this ·order. In the 
village-farm group, the mother attends more recreational functions than 
the father. In the moral and reUgious field the young people also lead, 
with the exception (1) of the village-farm group where the child has a 
slight margin of advantage and (2) in the ed,ge-of-town group where 
the father leads. Here he far surpasses other fathers and mothers as 
well in attending religious gatherings. E·xcept in this one group (where 
many of the religious leaders of the v·illage live), the mothers attend 
religious gatherings more regularly than do the fathers. 
In three of the four village groups the fathers have the poorest at-
tendance record in the moral and religious category of any member of 
the family. It is to be noted that the active example set by the father 
in the edge-of-town group in attending religious functions is followed .by 
all members of his family, for not only edge-of-town father but edge-of-
town mother, young person, and child all excel the other groups in re-
ligious participation. In this group it is not necessary for a responsible 
person to stay at home and take care of the children. The entire family 
goes. 
Educational participation in all groups is largely left to the young 
people and the children. Edge-of-town young people lead in education, 
followed in order by the farm-dweller, the village-farmer, and the non-
farmer, respectively. Adult participation in organized education appear~ 
to be of consequence only to the father in the edge-of-town group, one 
of whom is a member of the school board. The important field of adult 
education obviously has had little development in Plain City. 
The search for balance through the avenue of community offerings 
may be rejected as unnecessary and as unprofitable by some. It may be 
maintained that balanced living comes only to those who seek it and can 
be achieved solely through personal endeavor. Not through community 
organization it is held, but only through personal education can the goal 
be reached. The writer has no disposition to discount the responsibility 
of the individual and of the family as primary units through which the 
eternal striving for the broad high life must go on. But this question 
seems pertinent: If organized collective endeavor has not provided offer-
ings varied in extent and rich in quality, how may the individual use the 
time he can spare after he has made it possible to live in achieving the 
"good life"? If among the local community, semi-local community, out-
side community, and non-community services, a rich and varied choice 
is available in all important fields of life, then if the people elect only 
FARM VERSUS VILLAGE LIVI N G I N U TAH 65 
to amuse themselves the fault lies with them and their leadership. In 
this case established units, such as educational organizations and re-
ligious institutions, have a large task before them. Attitudes must be 
altered and cultured tastes developed and abiding interests stirred and 
brought to life if a high plane of living is to be found among the people. 
A great people necessarily bunds a network of strong community agen-
cies in every field of living. Having built them, they use, nurture, and 
sustain them. Between the individual and his community exists a never-
failing reciprocal influence which contributes to, and is in turn affected 
by, the urge for enlargement and achievement. 
PARTICIPATION ACCORDING TO SEX 
The males built up a small excess in comparison with the females as 
users of all types of agencies, the average hours per month for the males 
being 26.9 and for the females 24 .2. Totals for the three community 
fields, however, give the female population a slight lead. Women are 
decidedly more active in local community matters, while males dominate 
in semi-local and non-community activity. 
Table 35 gives data on sex participation for the four types of agencies 
as well as for all of them combined. 
Table 85-Average number of hours' use per month of local community, 
semi-local community, outside community, and non-community 
agencies and of all combined (schools eli.minated) , 
according to sex, Plain City, Utah. 
Males Females 
Agency Avg. No. 
I 
Avg. No. 
I 
Hours per No. Par- Hours per No. Par-
Month ticipating Month ticipating 
Community: 
Local. ....................... 6.9 3461 9.3 3581 
Semi-local ................ 3.7 1402 2.4 1382 
Ou tside .................... 5.6 1402 6.0 1382 
Total. ................... 16.2 I --_ ... 17.7 I ----
Non-community ........... 10.7 I 1402 6.5 I 138 2 
GRAND TOTAL .......... 26.9 
I 
-_.- 24.2 I ---. 
I 
1 T otal dIstribu tIOn. 2 Samples 
PAlRTICIPATION ACCORDING TO MARITAL STATE 
Participation in community affairs varies with marital condition more 
than might be expected. Married men and women, as well as widows, 
are fairly well represented in Plain City. Widowers , divorced men and 
women, and deserted men and women have in most cases only one repre-
sentative in the community. The three latter types give a correct picture 
for this village but mayor may not be satisfactory representatives of 
their classes elsewhere. Table 36 giyes the average extent of participa-
tion according to marital state in each of the principal fields of living and 
the total for all fields. 
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The spinster 
and the bachelor, 
evidently infl u-
enced by motives 
connected wit h 
their careers, de-
vote more time 
to offerings deal-
ing wit h voca-
tional improve-
ment than do any 
oft h e others. 
The d i v 0 r c e d 
man goes in for 
recreation much 
more than the di-
vorced woman; 
in fact, he out-
distances the 
bachelor and the 
spinster maid in 
finding release 
fro m exacting 
duties. The bach-
elor, the spinster, 
the married man, 
and the married 
woman do not 
neglec t recrea-
t ion. The de-
serted w 0 man, 
the des e r ted 
man, the d i-
vorced woman, 
the widower, and 
the widow parti-
cipate in recre-
a ti 0 n a I aff airs 
very little. It is 
of interest t 0 
note that the 
spinster g i v e s 
m 0 r e time to 
moral and relig-
i 0 u s functions 
than even the 
widow 0 r the 
married woman . 
The deserted man 
and the widow~ 
er h a v e little 
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time for religion. The divorced woman, the deserted woman, and the 
bachelor attend occasionally. No marital type interested itself to any 
extent in those fields which were notoriously neglected in Plain City dur-
ing the period of observation. Neglected fields pertain to · culture, educa-
tion (schools deleted), government, family life, and health. 
The spinster leads all others in community participation. Hats off 
to the unmarried woman who finds herself in the larger life of the 
community! The bachelor, the married man, the married woman, and 
the divorced man are relatively strong supporters of community enter-
prise. The deserted man, the widower, the deserted woman, and the di-
vorced woman (broken home group) give little time to organized col-
lective effort. In the field of recreation, divorce appears to dampen com-
munity participation for the women and to stimulate it for the men. 
PARTICIPATION ACCORDING TO EDUCATION 
In Part III the average use of the local community agencies was re-
lated to the education of the participators. It was found that the high 
school graduate was the most consistent, a decline being noted for those 
with some college training and a still further decline showing for those 
who had completed college. The data on semi-local, outside, and non-com-
munity agencies were not thEm available, and it was thought that since 
some of the college-trained people were probably brought into the com-
munity for teaching purposes their record would improve when semi-
local and outside data were added, this latter representing week-end 
activities possibly in their home towns. Combined data for all four types 
of community agencies are presented in Table 37 and in Figure 25. 
Table 37-Average number of hours per month at local community, semi-
local community, and outside community (combined), and non-
community agencies by adults 21 years and over, accord-
ing to education, Plain City, Utah. 
Agency 1/ Eighth Grade I High School II College 
Unde r I Completed S o m e I Completed Some I Completed 
I 
I 
Community: 
Local, Semi-local 
and Ou tside Agencies 10.98 13.88 17.94 24.69 19.82 I 12.00 
N on-community ____ ________ 4.48 2.14 5.98 5.42 5.68 I 2.00 
I I I GRAND TOTAL ___________ , 15.46 16.02 23.92 I 30.11 25.50 I 14.00 I I 
The comparative positions of the six groups are almost the same as 
was found with local agencies. The person with a high school education 
devotes the most time to community affairs. Those with some college 
training rank second, those with some high school are third, those finish-
ing the eighth grade are fourth, those with less than eight grades are fifth, 
and college graduates are last. Thus, the low participators are at the 
educational extremes, either with less than an eighth grade education or 
with a college degree. The lowly position of the college graduate is prob-
ably due in part to the sparsity of community offerings which interest him 
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Fig.25--.A.ttendance at community and non-coDlmunlty functions (combined). 
according to education: Average hours per month (adults 21 and 
over) at all functions. 
and in part to purely local conditions. All college graduates reside in 
the community. 
There is little evidence during the period of study that additional edu-
cation brings about any improvement in achieving a balanced selection 
of offerings. Table 38 gives the accumulation of community and non-
community time in the different fields of living according to education. 
With each increase in education goes a consistent increase in atten-
tion to religious and moral efficiency up to but not including the college 
graduate, although the latter average is higher than the average of the 
two groups with least education. So also does interest in recreation in-
crease with education in much the same way, achieving the peak, how-
ever, with the high school graduate. Vocational efficiency shows no 
marked connection with education, although people with some college 
education stand highest. 
PARTIOIPATION AOOORDING TO AGE 
A more satisfactory consideration of the relation of age to the use of 
community offerings is now possible. A preliminary discussion of the 
problem, as it is related to local community functions, was made in 
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Table 38--Number of hours' use l)er month by adult citizen (21 years 
and over) in specified education brackets of local community, 
semi-local community, outside community, and non-
community agencies combined, according to fields 
of living, Plain City, Utah. 
I 
Field of Living 1 
Education j Recreational I Moral and I Educational Vocational Religious 
Eighth Grade 
Under --- ... --- .. -_ .. _-- 2.44 9.28 3.74 0.21 
Completed 
.... ----
2.46 8.37 5.19 0.23 
ffigh School 
Some _ .. -_ ... _ .. __ .. _-- 3.36 14.00 6.56 0.00 
Completed 
----- -
2.48 20.25 7.38 0.00 
College 
Some 
---- -- --------1 3.79 13.44 8.27 0.00 
Completed 
------1 0.00 8.33 5.67 0.00 
1 During the period of observation the adult peop le of Plain City devoted no time to organ-
ized offerings in the four fields of living-cultural , government, home and family, and 
health. Hence, these divi sions are not included in Table 38. 
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Fig. 26--Participation of the average citizen according to age: Average hours' 
use per month of all community and non-community agencies com-
bined for each year of age, Plain City. Utah. 
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Table 89-Average llUlllber of hours' use per month of local community, 
semi-local community, outside community, and non-community 
agencies (combined), for each year (6-88) for the village, 
Plain City, Utah. 
\ No. Hrs. 
Age Month 
\ No. Hrs. 
Age Month 
\ No. Hrs. 
Age Month 
I No. Hrs. 
Age Month 
I I I 6 109.66 26 30.15 46 16.32 66 14.82 
7 105.57 27 18.39 47 17.21 67 8.47 
8 110.35 28 18.77 48 14.07 68 3.41 
9 114.26 29 16.57 49 I 13.55 69 
1.22 
10 119.18 30 15.72 50 21.07 70 6.42 
11 111.01 31 39.10 51 15.46 71 7.05 
12 118.12 32 29.69 52 17.83 72 I 3.65 
13 126.22 33 10.74 53 14.08 73 I 19.00 
14 123.55 34 14.28 54 34.78 74 \ 25.62 
15 145.20 35 16.61 55 23.80 75 7.82 
16 137.10 36 16.89 56 17.80 76 12.89 
17 121.62 37 31.33 57 7.25 78 .38 
18 I 151.34 38 17.52 58 13.27 80 
I 
0 
19 146.63 39 19.68 59 43.00 81 3.00 
I 
20 33.81 40 19.70 60 10.06 82 I 1.00 
21 
I 
140.43 41 14.53 61 19.67 83 \ 1.25 
22 28.56 42 21.61 62 16.19 84 2.50 
23 I 41.04 43 \ 29.38 63 14.66 87 2.50 
24 I 49.48 44 I 10.76 
64 18.76 88 I 0 
I 
\ I 25 I 23.04 45 I 11.80 65 3.20 .... 
__ e. 
I I I 
Part III, pp. 21-24. Table 39 gives the data for the community as a 
whole and involves local community, semi-local community, outside com-
munity, and non-community participation (combined) . 
Figure 26 traces these same data through each year. A number of 
trends: may be noted: 
I-There is a compar.atively regular increase in participation from the 6th 
to the 18th year, at which point the greatest activity is to be found. 
2-A large proportion of the young people of Plain City remain in school 
until the 19th year, and while the hours devoted to school work drop 
decidedly in the 20th year they rise again in the 21st to almost the 
height of the 18th year, showing a strong effort to continue school 
work until adulthood at 21. 
3-After the 21st year a rapid decline occurs. From the 22d to the 30th 
year, a less rapid but relatively steady decline in participation con-
tinues. 
4-From the 30th to the 44th year, up and down movements may be 
noted , but with little comparative gain or loss. 
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5-From a comparatively low point in the 44th year, a gradually 
increasing attendance carries participation up to a high point at 
59, the ,highest of any year since the 24th and for the four classes 
of agencies the highest of any year of adult life. 
6-From 59 to 65, participation declines to about the same level as 
in middle life. After 65 a descending trend occurs, which at 69 
drops to about one hour a month. From 69 to 76 a few staunch, 
healthy, old stalwarts carry the average tip once more to a high 
point at 74, after which a final decline carries survivors to a low 
participation level of one to three hours a month. 
7-After the age of 59, attendance frequently falls below that of the 
age of 6, at which observation for this study began. 
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Fig.27-Partlclpatlon of the a"erage member of the four groups according to 
ages Average hours' use per month. according to age of local com-
munity. semi-local community. outside community. and nOD-com-
munity agencies (combined) for the four groups. Plain City. Utah. 
By eliminating compulsory school attendance, there may be observed 
in the broken line (Fig. 28) the use of all voluntary agencies. The rapid 
climb from 6 to 18 indicates that increasing participation is due to this 
class of agencies rather than to the schools; as a matter of fact, school 
participation declines during this period. The increase is due to the 
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attractiveness of offerings in the fteid of recreation, which is shown in 
the failure of the dotted line to climb to any extent during the age period 
from 6 to 18. The dotted line represents attendance at all offerings with 
schools and recreation excluded. The general fee~ing that with advancing 
adult age greater consideration is given to religion (including in this 
area L . D. S. Temple work) and to other community affairs of larger 
import is borne out by the data involved in the smoothed line (Figure 
(26) where a rise may be noted between the ages of 44 and 59. Increased 
participation by women released from child-bearing undoubtedly influ-
ences this ascent. 
HOURS 
160 
f\ 
~ 
I 
) il 
l(! 
ALL AGENCIES 
100 
.. 
, 
Ii 
60 
1\ ~ 
Fig. :l8--Average number of hours a month spent at local community, semi-
local community, outside community, and non-community agencies (combined), according to age (1) for all agencies, (2) for voluntary 
agencies (schools excluded), and (3) for all agencies with schools 
and recreation excluded, Plain City, Utah. 
Most of the principal age trends already noted may be observed in 
each group (Tables 40 and 41), although specific differences may also 
be noted (See Figure 27). Certainly, the increased use of community 
agencies, between 6 and 18, is in evidence in all groups. A decline from 
21 to 22 is clearly marked. A period of lower participation during the 
active period of parenthood is shown in all groups, . except with farm 
dwellers who remain comparatively active up to 54. A tendency to rise 
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from 44 on, until declining health interferes, is in evidence. The edge-
of-town group sustains this advance in participation, with increasing age 
after 44 more decidedly than any other group up to 64. Village farmers 
do not indicate this advance so clearly but maintain a comparatively high 
average up to 66 years and then rise again between 74 and 76. The 
average number of hours of participation per month for each group of 
60 years and over is as follows: Farm dwellers, 5.4; village-farm people, 
7.7; edge-of-town citizens, 23.5; and non-farmers, 6.2. Village families 
apparently have community-mindedness a little more deeply ingrained 
than have surrounding farm families. Comparative participation of the 
average family member of each group is shown in Figure 29. 
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Fig. 29-Partlclpatlon of the average {nlnlly Inelnber according to age by 
group,u Average hours' use" ~er month of loca.l community, semi-local 
community, outside commumty, and non-community agencies (com-
bined), by the average family member of each of the farm groups 
according to age, Plain City, Utah. 
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Table 4Q-A verage number of hours' use per month, according to age (6-88), 
of local community, semi-local community, outside community, and non-
community agencies (combined) by the four groups, Plain City, Utah. 
1 GROUP 
Farm· Village· town Non· Age I I Edge.of. , 
Dweller Farmer Farmer farmer 
6 I 109.291 119.741112.861 109.62 
7 98.14 117.04 117.04 1 105.95 
8 110.461 109.931 97.50 1 101.30 
9 108.92 126.16 120.291 109.02 
10 111.42 134.38 123.451131.03 
11 103.12 115.91 118.83 \ 114.01 
12 118.40 108.84 127.211 127.24 
13 116.80 133.18 123.281140.71 
14 113.78 137.48 153.94 \ 134.32 
15 141.41 138.73 75.92 \ 159.38 
16 129.18 172.25 132.6.41 112.14 
17 119.66 108.251179.60\ 52.99 
18 138.79 169.22 158.51 \ 133.58 
19 32.02 146.53 81.40} 24.50 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 \ 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 \ 
:: 1 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
31.95 
33.88 
4.64 
10.92 
55.45 
12.33 
3.50 
8.15 
o 
18.38 
24.06 
7.621 
19.44\ 
15.94 
17.00 
59.42 
26 .03 
24.881 
17.40 
22.31 
16.34 
7.43 
32.05 
44 .91 
4.83 
2.42 
27.64 
34.09 
15.91 
31.01 
45.42 
41.85 
22.44 
12.79 
19.53 
17.07 
5.44 
25.83 
4.50 
3.67 
12.21 
16.00 
10.56 
36. 941 
20.46 
16.17/ 
27.79 
12.89\ 
15.601 
19. 611 
6.37 
19.86! 
46.05 
66.38 
41.75 
23.671 
81.05\ 
25.00 \ 
45.78 \ 
17.76\ 
23~61 
16.
83
1 
48.84 
6.33 
12. 671 
.... ! 
4.50) 
.. _-/ 
-··· 1 l~:~o l 
22.73\ 
8.501 
I 
10.50 1 
4.001 
5.67 
1 
19.25 
10.96 
11.75 
67.25 
53.72 
10.00 
3.40 
35.83 
29.13 
16.83 
7.64 
61.33 
32.89 
6.67 
16.09 
17.30 
7.75 
5.17 
10.08 
2.17 
6.56 
4.35 
31.08 
25.61 
19.33 
5.17 
Age Edge.of. 
1 GROUP 
Farm- Village· town Non. 
Dweller I Farmer I Farmer I farmer 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 \ 
:: I' 
54 
55l 
56 I 
57 \ 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
6.3 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
78 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
87 
88 
15.131 
27.69 
~:::~I 
20.
75
1 
10.56 
9.80 
9.111 
55.33 
1 
7.001 
11.10 
12.06 
16.61 
26.80 
17. 081 
12.961 
9.17 
13.17 
27.00 
15.50 
20.75 
9.50 
1.80 
5.00 
5.60 
16.40 
21.00 
4.07 15.00 
2.25 3.00\ 
13.001 2.81\ 
3.69 19.17 
4.00 1.83 
7.33 0 
1.08 21.80 
15.00 
.50 
1.58\ 
4.00 
o 
5.33 
- --- 1 
----I 
5.301 
7.33 
1.50 
5.33 
5.33 
.50 
o 
1.42 
30.33 
14.50 
6.42 
12.17/ 
o 1 
~.ool 
1.00 
1.25 
2.50 
3.00 
o 
-.-- 1 
----I 
16.17 \ 
1 
---- 1 
1 
---- 1 
1 
_ ... / 
---- I 
---- \ 
33. 95 1 
14.50 
1 
--.- 1 
1 
;:~ol 
22.001 
4.66 
31.83 \ 
25.251 
18.80\ 
74_83\ 
o 
o 
6.67 
1 
___ oj 
I 
1 
1 
1 
\ 
- I 
1 
I 
1 
J 
I 
i 
3.58 
8.84 
11.22 
5.80 
9.66 
25.33 
18.08 
16.50 
6.50 
4.33 
o 
4.17 
o 
4.50 
9.33 
4.06 
2.00 
32.13 
3.25 
1.00 
o 
Table 41-Average nwnber of hours of individual participation per month, according to specified age groups, at local 
community, semi-local community, outside community, and non-community agencies (combined) , 
by groups and for the village, Plain City, Utah. 
AGE GROUP (by years) 
Groups 
110-14 1 15-19 1 20-24 1 25-29 I \ \ \ 175 and ·5-9 30-34 I 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 lOver 
Farm-dweller .. ..... ... .. ... .... .. _ .... 108.02 112.14 96.90 41.26 1 14.17 17.95 23 .17 17 .59 8.77 5.17 6.67 
Village-farm er ..... ... ............... . 111.62 124.29 101.60 37.69 30.56 18.57 20.44 17.06 18.23 15.17 3.95 
Edge-of-town Farmer ... ..... ... __ 115.7 8 127.17 141.09 70.57 21.38 38 .27 18 .91 25.71 24.72 3.75/ 
----
Non-farmer ..... . ..... .... ..... _ ..... ... 10 9. 62 126. 68 1 76 .83 37.87 20.86 16 .80 14.30 13.95 11.39 12.97 2.50 
Village ... . _ .. _ ... .. . _ ..... _________ .. ____ ~ 11 0.1 6 1 20 .99 99.58 43.84 21.79 20.19 19.37 17.45 16.34 11. 36 4.85 
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CONCLUSION (PART IV) 
Inquiry No.3-What are the present conditions in the village and 
what are the comparative differences in conditions between farm dwellers, 
village farmers, edge-of-town farmers, and non-farI?ers with respect to 
use made of semi-local, outside community, and non-community offerings 
in neighboring towns, cities, and service areas? 
Answer: 
I-Concerning Averages for the Entire Village: (Consult Summary.) 
2-Concerning Comparative Differences between the Four Groups: 
( 1) Semi-local Field 
Edge-of-town group is most active ____________ A vg. 
Village-farm group is next most active ___ _ A vg. 
Farm-dweller group is the next to leasL __ Avg. 
Non-farm group is least active __________________ Avg. 
( 2) Outside Community Field 
Farm-dweller group is most active ____________ Avg. 
Edge-of-town group is next most active ____ A vg. 
Village-farm group is slightly less active __ Avg. 
Non-farm group is least active __________________ Avg. 
3-Non-community Field 
4.48 hrs. a mo. 
3.30 hrs. a mo. 
2.70 hrs. a mo. 
2.31 hrs. a mo. 
7.02 hrs. a mo. 
5.68 hrs. a mo. 
5.49 hrs. a mo. 
4.62 hrs. a mo. 
Edge-of-town group is most active ____________ Avg. 18.69 hrs. a mo. 
Farm-dweller group is next most active ____ Avg. 16.77 hrs. a mo. 
Village-farm group is next to least active __ Avg. 13.03 hrs. a mo. 
Non-farm group is least active ___________ __ _____ Avg. 7.06 hrs. a mo. 
In the three community fields (local, semi-local, and outside) com-
bined, the relative positions are: 
Edge-of-town group is highesL ________________ Avg. 22.57 hrs. a mo. 
Village-farm group is nexL ______________________ Avg. 18.29 hrs. a mo. 
F,arm-dweller group is next to lowesL ____ Avg. 16.64 hrs. a mo. 
Non-farm group is lowesL _____ __ _________________ Avg. 14.96 hrs. a mo. 
When the three forms of community and non-community participation 
are combined (school attendance excluded), the farm-dweller and village-
farm groups change places: 
Edge-of-town group is highesL ________________ Avg. 41.26 hrs. a mo. 
Farm-dweller group is nexL ____________________ Avg. 33.41 hrs. a mo. 
Village-farm group is next to lowesL ______ Avg. 31.32 hrs. a mo. 
Non-farm group is lowesL ________________________ Avg. 22.02 hrs. a mo. 
If the two farm groups which live in the village, that is, the edge-of-
town-farm families and the village-farm families, are merged for local, 
semi-local, outside, and non-community agencies (school attendance ·in-
cluded), the village-farm groups have a higher average for all four types 
of agencies combined than has the farm-dweller. 
Village-farm groups (edge-of-town and village-farm com-
bined) attain an average of 64.93 hours a month. 
Farm-dweller groups attain an average of 64.42 hours a 
month. 
The comparatively large average built up by the farm dwellers in the 
non-community field consisted mainly of long trips to ' national parks, 
mountain resorts, camps, etc., during the autumn months. Important and 
desirable as such trips are, it is obvious that they belong to a somewhat 
different category from the local, semi-local, and outside community 
offerings. 
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The non-farm group in this Type "A" village is so decidedly below 
any of the three farm groups in any form of community participation 
that the depressing effect of close proximity to the nearby city on non-
farm vocations is clearly apparent. Unlike the farm dwellers, who make 
up community shortages by non-community participation, the non-farmers 
occupy the lowest position in all comparisons made. They live in the 
poorest houses, have the fewest home conveniences, make the least use 
of local, semi-local, outside, and non-community services, and consti-
tute the country counterpart of the city slums. 
GENERAL SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
(PARTS ill AND IV) 
The relative importance to the people of Plain City of the four classes 
of community agencies is in a general way indicated in the time given by 
the average person to each: , 38.34 hours to local, 3.1 hours to semi-local, 
5.74 hours to outside agencies, and 13.77 to non-community. 
LOOAL COMMUNITY FUNCTIONS 
The local community is the most important unit in the social life ot 
th.e people of Plain City. Since village institutions concern themselves 
with the more important concerns of living, they absorb more of the 
surplus time of the people than do any other types of organized activity. 
It is probable that they are a little more frequently in the thinking of 
the average person and a little nearer his protective impulses. It is in 
the village that parents see their children come into relationship with 
the world beyond the home. It is here where most of them live their 
lives through; it is here, when the journey is ended, where they are 
buried. 
Over village affairs parents exercise a large measure of control. To 
it they may bring what is most essential. From it they may expel the 
harmful and dangerous. Its appearance, its hobbies, its successes, and 
its defeats are their very own. It is the home town. 
For further detail, consult Summary (Part III), pages 40, 41, and 42. 
SEMI-LOCAL COM~fUNITY FUNCTIONS 
1-During a period of three months 20 different types of semi-local 
offerings were provided. These may be listed in descending order 
of attendance: Farm Bureau Day, baseball, North Weber Stake 
Quarterly Conference, basketball, Sunday School Convention, Tem-
ple work, Scout meeting, Stake Priesthood meeting, M. 1. A. Con-
vention, Farm Bureau meeting, sugar-beet meeting, Stake Relief 
Society Convention, Stake Primary Convention, tomato-canning. 
meeting, Bishops' meeting, irrigation water meeting, produce and 
loan meeting, Stake Genealogical meeting, Assessors' meeting, and 
volley ball. 
2-The use made per month of semi-local community functions by the 
aV.l3rage member of the four groups was: Farm dweller, 2.7 hours; 
village farmer, 3.3 hours; edge-of-town farmer, 4.48 hours; non-
farmer, 2.3 hours. The relative positions of the groups are the 
same as w·as found in the field of housing. It is almost the same 
as was found in the use made of local community agencies, the 
only difference being that in the latter the farm-dweller is below 
rather than above the non-farmer. 
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3-The three farm groups (farm dwellers, village farmers, and edge-
of-town families) make considerably more use of semi-local agen-
cies in Plain City than do non-farmers. 
4-Farm dwellers and village farmers use semi-local agencies more 
consistently, that is, all members of the family participate more 
nearly to the same extent than do the family members in edge-of-
town and non-farm groups. 
5-Divergent trends are shown by individual family members. Vil-
lage-farm women and village-farm children, for instance, released 
as they are from direct connection with the farm and its responsi-
bilities, use semi-local agencies more than do farm-dweller women 
and children. They also surpass non-farm women and children 
in this field. The village economy, as contrasted with open-country 
farming, tends to create more leisure for women and children. 
Edge-of-town fathers, young people, and children excel in using 
semi-local agencies, while edge-of-town mothers remain at home. 
Non-farm fathers, mothers, and children all use semi-local agen-
cies sparingly, while the young people use them more than any 
other group. 
6-While young people attend semi-local functions more than any 
other member of the family, there is less difference in family par-
ticipation at these gatherings than at any other general type of 
function. 
OUTSIDE OOMMUNITY FUNCTIONS 
7-Although Ogden is only 10 miles away and is a city of more than 
40,000, with a complex variety of offerings of many types, Plain 
City people made use of only 16 types of outside 'Community func-
tions, contrasted with 20 semi-local types during the three months 
of study. These 16 types were: Stock show, movies, dances, 
church services, funerals, boxing contests, weddings, L. D. S. ward 
programs, missionary receptions (in neighboring towns), library, 
Sunday School parties, Harrisville school play, visit to neighbor-
ing school, Chicago World's Fair, L. D. S. Tabernacle recital, and 
a business meeting in Ogden. 
8-At Ogden's White City Dancehall (outside community offering) 
during July 1932 nearly three times as many boys from farm-
dwelleI'l homes attended as girls, whereas in the three village 
groups slightly more girls attended than boys. Farm residence 
once more shows influence. The percentage of the girls in each 
group attending was as follows: Farm-dweller, 12.8 %; village-
farm, 36.4%; edge-of-town, 63.6 %; and non-farm, 22.2 %. The 
group percentage of attendance of both boys and girls was: Farm-
dweller, 21.9 % ; village-farm, 38.5%; edge-of-town, 60%; and 
non-farm, 16.7%. The non-farm group has the smallest percent-
age of attendance, but those who did go failed to show the at-
tendance moderation which characterized the edge-of-town group. 
The average attendance for the edge-of-town young people was 
1.3 dances for the month, while the average for the non-farm 
group was 3.7 dances. ; Village-farm (with an average of 2.3 
dances) and farm-dweller groups (with an average of 2.5 dances) 
stand about midway between. Evidence of excessive dancing is 
not lacking. Six young people went to this public dancehall four 
times during the month, six more went five times, one went six, 
and another one seven times. None of the excessive dancers be-
longed to the edge-of-town group. Of those who went four or 
more times during the month, seven were farm dwellers, five 
were village farmers, and two were non-farmers. One village-farm 
17-year-old girl went seven times. Attendance without parental 
chaperonage at an outside commercialized dancehall by young 
boys and girls was found to some extent. Four girls and two 
boys, 14 years of age, attended once; one girl and one boy, 15 
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years old, went twice; three girls and four boys of 16 attended 
from one to four dances. 
9-The individual members of the family diverge more from each 
other in the use of outside than in semi-local organizations. In 
the former the young person (over 13 years) towers above all 
others, with an average of' 11.4 hours per month; the fathers 
come next, with 4.5 hours; the homemaker follows, with 3.7 
hours; and the child is last, with 2.2 hours per month . . 
lO-The farm dweller uses outside community agencies more and the 
non-farmer less than any other group. In number of hours per 
month the average member of the respective groups accumulated 
time at outside functions as follows: Farm-dweller, 7.02 hours 
per month; village-farm, 5.5; edge-of-town, 5.7; and non-farm, 
4.6. With declining loyalty to village offerings on the part of the 
farm dweller, as distance from the centers increases, goes increas-
ing use of functions provided by other towns. If the choice were 
wise, this tendency might mean social gain rather than loss. There 
is little indication, however, of a careful choice by farm dwellers. 
Commercialized movies and dances constitute the great bulk of 
outside community offerings for all four groups. 
NON -COMMUNITY F UNCTIONS 
1I- Non-community organized services r epr esented by international, 
federal, state, and county units are of growing significance in all 
sections of the country. A national park, a county public health 
unit, a county welfare organization, a county hospital, a clinic, 
or a library all represent forms of organized effort of proved sig-
nificance. In Plain City the weekly accumulation of hours at non-
community offerings reached 2261.95 as compared with 942.9 at 
outside functions, 494.7 a t semi -local gatherings and 629 8 
at local offerings. For the average citizen this meant 38.3 hours a 
month at local, 3 hours at semi-local, 5.7 hours at outside and 
13.8 hours at non-community participations. F or the three types 
of community functions the accumulation is 47.07 hours per per-
son as against 13.77 hours for non-community. 
12- Group comparisons with r espect to use of non-community offerings 
show that for the average member of each group, non-community 
functions are most popular with edge-of-town (18.69 hours per 
month) and farm-dweller families (16.77 hours per month) and 
to be least necessary to non-farm (7.06 hours per month) and 
village-farm families (13.03 hours per month). 
13- The favorable influence of the fa rm on education is shown in a 
larger percentage of young people in high school among farm 
dwellers tha.n among other groups, the percen tage in high school 
of those who should be there being: Farm dwellers, 82.7 % ; 
village farmers, 80%; edge-of-town families, 80 % ; and non-farm 
families, 50 %. 
14-Family members are not attracted uniformly to non-community 
offerings. The young person (over 14 and single) is the only one 
in the family whose non-community average per month (50.11 
hours) exceeds the three community types combined (47.95 hours) . 
This high non-community average is due largely to attendance 
at the county high school, which is a non-community unit. Com-
parisons show in average hours per month: For the father, 4.76 
for non-community and 12.64 for community (three types com-
bined); for the mother, 3.61 for non-community and 12 for 
community (three types combined); and for the child 6.28 for 
non-community and 114.97 for community (three types combined). 
15-Non-community offerings used most frequently by Plain City peo-
ple involved the flelds of education, recreation, religion, vocation, 
and family life. Specific offerings used most extensively were: 
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Weber County High School and Weber Central Dairy Day, school 
dances (local school dances excluded), football games, family re-
unions, L. D. S. General Conference, and Utah Education Associa-
tion meetings. 
LOCAL ' COMMUNITY, SEMI-LOCAL COMMUNITY, OUTSIDE OOM-
MUNITY, AND NON-OOMMUNITY FUNCTIONS OOMBINED 
16-By combining local community, semi-local community, outside 
community, and non-community offerings, it is possible to get a 
bird's-eye view of the use made by the community as a whole and 
by each group of organized collective offerings of all kinds. The 
following ascertained facts seem pertinent: 
(a) If the schools are included, Plain City spends over twelve 
times as much time at local as at semi-local agencies and 
nearly seven times as much at local as at outside agencies. 
If schools are excluded (elementary and high school), time at 
local agencies exceeds time at semi-local in the proportion of 
8.5 to 3. For the average citizen of the village, 32.1 % of 
the time he gives to the four types of agencies goes to the 
local, 11.4 % goes to the semi-local, 21.7% goes to functions 
b~longing to other towns, and 34.8% goes to non-community 
offerings. 
(b) All members of the family (village as a whole), but particu-
larly the young people and the children, spend more time at 
local than at semi-local events. Fathers also spend nearly 
as much time at outside community as they do at local offer-
ings. This is not true for any other member of the family. 
(c) The average citizen of the village devotes time in descending 
order from local to non-community to outside community to 
semi-local community agencies. 
(d) In general, it may be said that the farm-dweller father is 
partisan to non-community functions, the village-farm and 
the edge-of-town fathers are loyal to local offerings, while the 
non-farmer prefers attractions in other towns. 
(e) The village-farm mother divides her chief loyalties between 
local and non-community services, the farm-dweller and non-
farm mothers between local and outside offerings, while the 
edge-of-town mother gives most of her time to local and 
semi-local events. 
(f) The young people pile up larger totals than either of their 
parents but not as large as the children; 1?reference for local 
offerings is strong with both young people and children. 
(g) The large totals built up by children are due largely to at-
tendance at the local school. More than 90% of the time 
children devote to organized services in all four groups goes 
to local community offerings. 
(h) Edge-of-town fathers are more vigorous in community affairs 
(three community types combined as well as in community 
and non-community types combined) than the fathers of any 
of the other groups. Their average for community and non-
community activities combined is 30.14 hours a month as 
against 18.42 hours for farm dwellers, 14.98 hours for non-
farmers, and 14.11 hours for village farmers. The time con-
sumed by village-farm fathers in going to and from the farm 
obviously interferes considerably with community participa-
tion. 
(1) The village-farm mother, on the other hand, is the most im-
portant adult woman participator in the village. She devotes 
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on an average 18.55 hours a month to organized community 
and non-community effort, while the farm-dweller woman 
spends 14.7 hours, the non-farm mother 15.4 hours, and 
the edge-of-town mother 12.04 hours. 
(j) Edge-of-town young people overshadow the young people of 
the other groups in building up a total average per individual 
for the four classes of agencies of 119.66 hours a month as 
against 102.8 for farm dwellers, 88.38 for village farmers, 
and 71.7 hours for non-farm young people. 
(k) Edge-of-town children also occupy the same relative position 
of leadership, although there is little difference between them 
and village-farm children. The average hours per month of 
the four types of agencies combined for the children of each 
group is: Edge-of-town, 128.7; village-farm, 127.7; non-farm, 
117.6; and farm-dweller, 116. 
The contrast between the farm-dweller family and the village-farm 
family as users of the three community types of agencies (school ex-
cluded) is: 
Group II Father I Mother I 
Farm-dweller ----------1 12.1 11.2 VIllage-farm ... ....... 11.2 12.9 
I 
Young I 
Person 
25.5 
27.9 
Child 
12.:r 
18.5 
II 
Family 
Average 
16.6 
18.3 
The contrast where community and non-community sources are com-
bined (schools included) is: 
Group II Father 
I 
Farm-dweller 
------1 
18.4 
Village-farm 14.1 
I I Young I Mother Person 
14.7 102.8 
18.6 88.4 
Child 
116.0 
127.7 
II 
Family 
Average 
64.4 
62.2 
17-In the local community, semi-local community, outside community, 
and non-community types of services only four of the eight princi-
pal fields of living provided any functions worth mentioning during 
the period of observation. These had to do with education, recre-
ation, religion, and vocation. It is these same fields which con-
sumed practically all the time given to local, semi-local, and out-
side agencies when considered separately. The neglected fields of 
culture, health, family, and government received no consideration 
from organized agencies in these fields. 
18-In the four fields showing any appreciable community effort, group 
choices indicate that the village-farm person showed the greatest 
interest in vocation and recreation, the edge-of-town person in re-
ligion and morals, the farm dweller in education, while the non-
farmer did not excel in any field. He is lower than any other 
group in recreation and in education. 
19-Within specific fields of living the individual family members make 
the following showing: . 
(a) The father spends more community time on recreation than 
on any field, with the one exception of the edge-of-town 
father who stands highest in moral and religious time ex-
penditure. Religion usually occupies second position with 
the father and vocation third. 
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(b) The mother likewise devotes more time to recreation, except 
in the edge-of-town group where religion takes first place. 
With this exception, with the mother religion comes second 
and vocation third in all groups. 
(c) The young person n()t yet firmly attached to an occupation 
gives first place to education, second place to recreation, third 
place to religion, and fourth place to vocation in all groups. 
(d) The child follows uniformly in all groups the same order 
as the young person, except in the edge-of-town group where 
religion is second and recreation third. The relatively high 
position in religious participation of each member of the 
edge-of-town family is worthy of special notation. 
20-The male (with 26.9 hours a month) slightly excels the female 
with 24.2 hours in community and non-community participation. 
The non-community agencies attract the male most, while the fe-
male gives preference to local affairs. 
21-The spinster is a more active community worker than the married 
woman, the widow, the divorced woman, or the deserted woman. 
She also excels all the men. The bachelor, the married man, and 
the divorced man are the chief male community participators. 
The widower and the deserted man are lowest in participation. 
(The relatively small number of widowers, divorced men and 
women, and deserted men and women, make generalizations un-
safe for these classes.) 
22-Unmarried men and women do not maintain as high a participat-
ing average at community offerings, with advancing age, as do 
married people. 
23-Education increases community participation up to and including 
completion of high school. Participation in average hours per 
month for adults over 21, according to education, shows: High 
school graduates, 30.1; some college, 25.5; some high school , 
23.9; finished 8th grade, 16; under 8th grade, 15.5; and finished 
college, 14. Low participation is found at both extremes. The un-
favorable position of college graduates is probably due in part to 
purely local conditions. 
24-There is no evidence that increasing education brings improved 
balance in the selection of offerings in the various fields of living. 
The fields that are emphasized by the well-educated as well as by 
thA uneducated are: Education, recreation, religion, and vocation. 
Neglected fields pertain to culture, government, family life, and 
health. Since offerings in these fields were available in Ogden, it 
is obvious that the Plain City community has not yet arrived at 
a consciousness among either the educated or the uneducated of 
a need for such balance. In the categories which are made use 
of, the better educated (more than eight grades) excel in partici-
pation the less educated (less than 8th grade) in every field. 
25-Community participation increases from 6 to 18 years of age 
where it reaches a high point at 18. After 21 a rapid decline 
occurs. From 24 to 30 a slight decline continues. Between 30 and 
44 up-and-down movements take place, but with little comparative 
gain or loss. From the 44th to the 59th years attendance in-
creases. After 59, participation definitely declines. If, however, 
schools and recreation are eliminated, the golden age of com-
munity participation lies not alone in youth but also in the 10-
year period from 50 to 59 years and extending on a level above 
the average up to the 64th year. With advancing age, the two 
village-farm groups maintain a higher community participation 
average than do the farm-dweller and non-farm groups. Com-
munity-mindedness continues with advancing age to show greater 
strength within the village. 
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